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HE Sunday School Times is a ‘‘ cover-to-cover” 
periodical. Thousands read it through ,— includ- 

ing the advertisements. It willamply repay. youdo 
read the advertisements in every issue. 4 








My Doors : w: 


By Ida G. Nichols 


(Rev. 3:8, 20) 
neenn two secret doors I stand: 
Spe: pun hee the Master's hand, 
Will le paths-unknown; s 
The other, tightly barred and lecked,. 
At which the Saviour long has knocked 
‘Will yield to me alone. ; 


The door which opens from within 
Must swing wide. open unto Him 
And give Him entrance free. 

‘Then He'll come in, my life to bless, 
~ .-In all His winsome loveliness, 
And sup and talk with me. 


And through that other door He'll lead 
My steps; and all my. 
Will be by Him supplied; 
O’er paths of selfless ice then 
i'll go, tatell my fellow men 
Of Christ, the Crucified. 


Lord, grant that.grace be given me’ 

To open wide my heart to Thee 
And make Thee welcome there. 

Then lead: me through the open “7or 

Which none can close forevermo:s, 
‘To serve Thee — anywhere. 








The New Old Testament. 

God’s Word. can’ never grow old. It is= ‘always 
as new as the One'who, even after the glories of the 
Golden Age of the Millennium, can say, “Behold, I 
make all things, new.” Therefore that. part of .the 


’ Scriptures that we call the Old Testament; being 


part of God’s Word, “liveth ‘and abideth for ever” (1 
Pet. 1:23). It is filled with new wonders of revela- 
tion and truth for all who will come to it with yielded, 
open, seeking hearts and minds. Yet there are Chris- 
tian missionaries and ministers, in foreign fields and 
the homelands, who are sadly blinded to the vital need 
of the Old Testament in all intelligent evangelism and 
Bible study today. There are those who say that Paul 
quoted from the Old Testament because he was. speak- 
ing te Jews who were, familiar with it, but that we. can- 
not use it in evangelizing the people of heathen lands 
today becatise it would be unintelligible to them. -Yet 


the New Testament cannot be understood, in India, 
China, Japan, Africa, or the United States, except in 
the light of the Old Testament; The New Testament 
is filled’ with references to, and direct quotations from, 
the Old Testament; and the Old Testament records 
historical facts and’ prophecies that are inseparably 
interwoven with the New. Many missionaries keenly 
aware,of this can testify to the eagerness with which 
those to whom they preach in heathen lands receive 
the revelations of God as given in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. The first two chapters of Matthew, the 
first book of the New Testament, are filled with state- 
ments that can only be nderstood by one who is 
familiar with the Old. This first Gospel is “the book 
of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, 
the son of Abraham.” The genealogy that follows. is 
intelligible only to one who knows the Old Testament. 
An Old Testament prophecy is quoted and fulfilled, in 
Pn first chapter of Matthew In the second chapter 

e-e from Micah, Hosea, Jeremiah, and 
Tsai and all fulfilled. ‘One of the most effective 
proofs that the whole Bible is God's Word, and that 
Christ is the Jews’ Messiah. and the world’s Saviour, 
is the Old Testament; and heathen people can be led 
out into the riches and blessing. of its study as readily 
as cultured Christians. Let us never forget that the 
New Testament as we have it today did not exist when 
the Holy Spirit said through Paul to all men: “All 
“scripture. is: given-by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable . . . that the man of -God may be perfect, 
‘throughly furnished unto all good works.” 


a“ 


‘My .Portion For Ever 


God’s gifts last. We love to make gifts to our 
friends and loved ones at this Christmas season; some 
of these may be what we call lasting gifts, some may 
be gone after a year or two. Even those that we think 
“of as lasting may wear out, or become useless, or be 
‘lost:’ But- God’s~ Christmas Gift to all who receive it 
can never wear out, or become useless, or be lost. His 
gift is his Son: “The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our’ Lord.” “And this is the 
‘record, that: God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his: Son. -He that hath the Son hath 
life.” If we have received God’s Christmas’ Gift, 


Franz Schubert and 


IENNA and the whole of Austria have been 
VV ceictrating the centenary of the death of the 

great composer Franz Schubert. The editor of 
the Vienna Times, a poet and musician himself, : re- 
cently devoted a leading article in glowing language 
to the praise -of the great musician, in a special 
Schubert: and Vienna Festival. Number of _his 
weekly for English-speaking people in Vienna. This 
weekly is the only one of its kind in Austria that 
carries, free of charge, advertisements of church serv- 
ices and addresses: of churches as well as of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign. Bible Society’s Depot. In-his article 
this editor, Wilson Vance, wrote: “There has scarcely 
been any musician recorded in history .who so incor- 
porated the. spirit of bubbling merriment and living 
_joy in all his being as did Franz Schubert, Vienna’s 
yery- own native musician — poet of soaring. and 
exquisite song.” 

Anyone who wishes to” calicetend the people of 
Vienna ‘and do them justice ‘should study. the life and 
- works. of . this ‘typical’ Viennese whom the Vienna 
Times calls the king ‘of soaring and exquisite song and 
_the incarnation. of living joy. His music and life 
give the -key to the Viennese with all their charms 
and faults. Different even from the Austrians at 
large, they have been called the miost pleasure loving 
people on the face of the earth. And yet, like Franz 
Schubert, though bubbling over with good-natured 
merriment and joy over a glass of wine and in con- 





This unusual and discerning study of Schubert and the 
Viennese -has - been’ written for The Sunday School Times 
by, Hans Déring - of Vienna, who represents the British 
and Foreign Bible Society in Austfia’s capital.—The Editor. 


? 


what a season of rejoicing this is to us! Other gifts 
may fail; this Gift, never. Let us sing with the 
Psalmist of old: “Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 
My flesh and my heart faileth : but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever” (Psa. 73: 25, 26). 
a <— 

Lights — Failing or Shining ? 

There is no light to be had from any human be- 
ings in the world except Christians, For only Chris- 
tians have Christ; and Christ alone is the light :of 
the world. Therefore he could make the amazing 
statement to those who belong to him: “Ye are the 
light of the world.” ~And because of this, “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify. your Father which is in 
heaven.” What, then, if those who alone have God’s 
own light fail to let it shine? A writer quoted in 
the Keswick Calendar asks:- “Who can tell the dan- 
ger to souls when the light of the Christian becomes 
faint or uncertain ? Young beginners are discouraged. 
The world rejoices, and Satan triumphs.” We are 
living in- dark days, and in a dark place, for “the 
whole world lieth in the evil one” (1 John 5:19), 
and he is the prince of darkness. If ever the world 
about us, and the church also, needed light, it is today. 
Do others look hopefully, trustingly to us for light, 
only to be disappointed by the darkness of our lives? 
The same writer continues: “It need not be so. Our 
light may burn clearly and steadily, Its brightness 
depends entirely upon the supply, o 'the pure oil, the 
unction of-the Holy Ghost. This supply is unlimited. 
Abundance is always. at hand.” And the. Christian 
has no option as to whether he should or should not 


-be so filled from this unlimited supply that his light 


shall shine. “Be filled with the Spirit’ is God’s com- 
mand to his children. The way is simple: yield wholly 
to him, and-trust him wholly. Then the Holy Spirit, 
filling the whole life, will show forth Christ in us 
and h us in such heavenly radiance that others 
will be blessed by God himself. As the keeper of a 
lighthouse dares not let the light go out for a single 
moment during the entire night, so we should not dare 
to let our light fail for a single moment. until we come 
into the eternal presence of him who is the light. 


Heaven’s Harmonies 


genial company, they often have their very gloomy 
moods in quiet hours when alone by themselves, as 
Rudolf Hans Bartsch has vividly shown in his bio- 
graphical Schubert Romance, “Schwammerl.” — Pos- 
sessing the artistic temperament, the typical Viennese 
is charming in good company, and is subject to 
gloomy depression when he is alone. There is some- 
thing lacking. Happy feelings, and the sunny merri- 
ment of poetry and music, of which the Viennese 
possess such an abundance, can never be a substitute 
for the peace of’ God in the hearts of these lovable 
people who so often conftise faith in God with the 

“religious” feelings of which they have an abundance. 
They do not know that “faith is not feeling, but an 
act by which we take eternal truth. as fact,” as an 
English thinker has said. 

As they do.not.know.the-seeret-of-that peace that 
passes all understanding, received -by the true faith 
that is’ not feeling; an alarming number of: "Vicdieee 
commit suicide. The papers reported’ over sixteen 
cases of suicide in Vienna alone on a single day some 
weeks ago. In not a few of these cases these poor 
victims of modern confusion were driven to despair, 
not by what would be called hopeless circumstances, 
but simply because life séémed intolerable to them in 
its contradictions between their ideals and the stern 
realities. 

It is Christ, the risen, living Christ, whom these 
Viennese need.. With all their merry enjoyments of 
music and the other arts they die and perish for thirst 
of the Water of Life whose fountain head is ever 
near them, though they do not see him. 

Franz Schubert has been said to have adored and 
worshiped Christ with a loving and pious heart as 
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a good Catholic. He never denied Christ’s divinity. 
But alas, like so many other noble Viennese, he did 
not know that it is not enough to know that Christ 
Jesus has once died for us and redeemed us. He and 
his fellow countrymen were not taught that Christ also 
would live in us, and that only by allowing him to 
reign as Lord in our hearts can we have lasting peace 
and joy. If some one had told Franz Schubert of 
these personal claims of the Saviour upon his whole 
heart, and led him to yield to the Lord’s claims by 
obedience of faith, the musician’s great and loving soul 
would never have fallen a victim to the intoxicants by 
which he ruined his body in order to suppress that 
awful feeling of despair and gloom that so often had 
its merciless, iron grip upon him in his lonely hours. 
According to the opinion of sober physicians Schubert 
might have lived at least twenty years longer if he had 
allowed Christ to fill that deep void in his heart from 
which he could not get away in his own strength 
in spite of all his jolly companions and his own natural 
good humor. The Prince of Life would have made 
him still more fruitful in transmitting harmonies from 
Heaven into this world, 

So the life and premature death of the great 
Viennese composer demonstrate once ‘more the eternal 
truth that natural gifts and graces, however loving 
and charming they may be, cannot provide an atom of 
that divine grace that comes by simple faith and causes 
a man’s heart to stay upon Jehovah in perfect peace and 
rest in spite of all disappointments and betrayals. The 
outwardly genial and joyful people of Vienna need 
the Gospel just ‘as much as all others of our fallen 
race. The glorious harmonies of Mozart, Beethoven, 
Haydn, and Schubert can only be rightly enjoyed and 
put in their proper place to adorn the truth of the 
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Gospel by men and women who are in constant- con- 
tact with the fountain head of true harmonies, who 
is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ himself. Many 
of the compositions of these great composers seem 
to have come, from higher spheres. Surely. they were 
prophets in the musical world. But prophets some- 
times do not enjoy the blessings they prophesy, like 
Jonah in Nineveh after he had delivered his message. 
Evangelical Christians from various denominations and 
organizations have recognized the great thirst of the 
Viennese for the Water of Life in these days more 
than ever. They are doing all they can to bring the 
Gospel to this great city of. Schubert, Beethoven, and 
Haydn. The British and Foreign Bible Society works 
shoulder to shoulder with Anglicans, Lutherans, Hel- 
vetians, Methodists, Baptists, Salvationists,. and Free 
Christians, to place the Bible in the hands of the 
Viennese -and Austrians.. The Bible Society has seven 
colporteurs at work among the people of Austria, two 
of them devoting themselves chiefly to Vienna. The 
sales of Bibles, Testaments, and Scripture portions 
are steadily increasing year by year, and the distribu- 
tors are confidently looking forward to a time when 
the seed sowing with weeping will be followed by a 
joyful reaping. Surely the Lord has a great people 
here. Many more souls in the city of Franz Schubert 
and in the country of Mozart must yet be brought into 
eternal contact with those harmonies of the upper 
world of which these great musicians seem to have 
caught occasional glimpses in inspired moments. Not 
until these dear Viennesé learn to sing the New Song 
which only the risen Christ can teach them will they 
know what lasting peace and joy are. May God grant 


that Vienna and the whole of Austria may experience 
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our time. 





Members of the Family Speak Out 


I have been much interested in the “Join the 
Family” campaign and intend to do my best to get 
some subscribers. We are hoping to have a club 
group, and while I don’t expect to reach seventy-six 
entees as you wrote one woman has done, still we 
are hoping for quite a number. 

I am rather handicapped as I am in bed all but one 
afternoon or so a week. But I shall speak and write 
to all those I possibly can, anyway. 

I can well understand the place the Times holds in 
the hearts of Christians the world over. It has meant 
a great deal to me in the past years. Finding little 
or no spiritual food at the local churches where I 
could attend, I have been able through such maga- 
zines to “grow in grace” and not lose my faith in the 
flood tide of unbelief that is engulfing so many. 

Just recently I discovered a consecrated Christian 
who has been living just around the corner for nearly 
five months. We were both brought closer when we 
found our mutual love for the Times. She told me 
she saves every copy (as I have for years) and she 
couldn’t live without it. 

She was led into the deeper spiritual truths by 
attendance at Dr. Stewart MacLennan’s church in 
Hollywood, California, last year. What teaching he 
must give, as in about eight months’ time she learned 
all the fundamental truths of Scripture. When I 
heard she had attended his church I knew what she 
stood for, as the Times had told of his ministry. 

We are holding a weekly prayer-meeting for the 
School Bag Gospel League, and also for revival in 
the town and all the worid. Also we have just started 
a Bible class. I am teaching it, and so far have five 
in attendance. I feel utterly incapable of doing it, 
but as there was no one else I felt it was the Lord’s 
leading. At least I can tell the others the wonders of 
his Word as the Lord himself has revealed them to 
me. 

Until we. are all together with the Lord you will 
never know what a blessing your paper has been. If 
my own experience is multiplied by 90,000, what joy 
you have brought! May the Lora continue to bless 
your ministry in print in rich measure.—A reader in 
Saranac Lake, N. Y. 


This letter, like many others now coming, was in 
response to the editorial in the Times of November 
24, “Lights in the Deepening Darkness,” in which the 
Editor mentioned facts illustrating the present flood- 
tide of unbelief and showing also God’s glorious coun- 
ter-attack against the Adversary today in so many 
ways. A letter from a busy Christian woman was 
given, who has a Times club of seventy-six subscribers, 
and the Editor. asked all readers if they would help 
to double the circulation of the paper this winter by 
getting from one to ten of their friends to take it. 
A leaflet reprint of that editorial may be had upon 
request, free of charge, in any quantity desired, to- 
gether with the full-page Prospectus of unusual articles 
coming in the Times, as given in this issue on page 
760. One reader asks how much sample copies 6f the 
Times will cost, to distribute to her friends. Such 
copies, in any number desired, will gladly be sent 
free of charge. 





A Massachusetts reader writes: 


After reading The Sunday School Times for No- 
vember 24 I decided at once —.as I had almost de- 
cided to do —to include the Times in my Christmas 
gifts this year, so through the Park Street Church 
club (Boston) I am subscribing for three friends 
for Christmas, and I shall do all in my power to make 
the paper known even more among my friends. 

Only God knows what The Sunday School Times 
means to me. Blessed are we in Park Street Church 
with the‘ strong ministry on Sundays of Dr. A. Z. 
Conrad, and through the week The Sunday School 
Times strengthens us and prepares us for the next 
Sunday. 

Park Street Church subscribes for all the Sunday- 
school teachers, of whom I am most happy to be one. 
—A grateful reader. 


An officer of the East Texas District Christian En- 
deavor Union writes heartily; 

I would like to help you introduce The Sunday 
School Times to new readers because I know its 
value. 

I am editing a little Christian Endeavor. bulletin, 
and in a few days I will send out the December Num- 
ber. If you think it would be worth while I shall 
be glad to enclose a copy of your editorial leaflet, 
“Lights in the Deepening Darkness,” and a “Get 
Acquainted” subscription blank, in about fifty of the 
— which I think most likely to produce re- 
sults. 

I wish you success with your campaign. 


To these friends and the many others writing sim- 
ilarly of their purpose to increase the ministry of the 
Times by introducing it to others, the Times staff is 
most grateful. Will you join in this campaign of 
prayerful purpose to double the circulation of ‘your 
family paper? Will you not, just now, jot down the 
names of a dozen or so persons who you think might 
be glad to have-the paper if they knew of it? Then 
if you will write The Sunday School Times Company 
asking for a dozen or more copies of the editorial 
reprint and the Prospectus, with sample copies of the 
Times, they will be sent you promptly in order that 
you may pass them on to those who you think can 
be brought into the family and share in the fellowship 
that is meaning so much to us all. 


x 
Philip Mauro’s Regrettable Book 


Will you kindly give me your candid opinion of 
Philip Mauro’s book, “The Gospel of the Kingdom”? 
It is against the Scofield Reference Bible and almost 
all the teachings we are accustomed to, so that one 
doesn’t know what to think. The author believes that 
when the Jews rejected Christ it was their last hope 
as a nation. ‘ For years I have studied the prophecies 
relating to the Jews. It is impossible to be as inter- 
ested in the Holy City and the Jewish nation as a 
whole if before them is nothing but ignominy and 
desolation, as if there is td be a glorious restoration. 
—A New York reader. 


I do enjoy The Sunday School Times, it is so sound 
and clearly pronounced in its position. I recently 
read a book by Philip Mauro, “The Gospel of the 
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Kingdom,” in which he attacks the Scofield Reference 
Bible pretty severely. I am looking for an articlé 
reviewing that book. I do not believe that his ob- 
jections are valid if the question is rightly presented. 

doubt not the Timies will see that this is done—An 
Qhio reader. t 


Mr. Mauro’s books in past years have brought such 
a blessing to so many of God’s people that anything 
he writes has a wide hearing. But his latest book, 
“The Gospel of the Kingdom,” is his third volume in 
recent years that sets forth regrettable and strangely 
unscriptural views. These teachings of Mr. Mauro 
have distressed many sound Bible teachers, among 
them the late Dr..W. H: Griffith Thomas, who had 
occasion to express his strong disapproval, in The 
Sunday School Times, of one of these books by Mr. 
Mauro. The new volume about ‘which many aré in- 
quiring will be reviewed at length in an early issue 
of the Times. Meantime:the Editor does not hesitate 
to caution Christian people ‘against: it as a work that 
is foundationally- unsound; and that rejects many. of 
the most precious promises: of God. 

Of Mr. Mauro’s earlier book, “Bringing Back the 
King,” Dr. Griffith Thomas wrote in The Sunday 
School Times of April -16,°1921, as follows: “He 
[Philip Mauro] has now became’ convinced, after 
teaching just exactly the opposite, that the Kingdom 
means the present dispensation of grace; and as a re- 
sult of this change of view he is severely critical: of 
the theory which teaches a postponement ‘of the King- 
dom to the future. But in his opposition he goes to 
extremes, and it-may be said he becomes positively 
hostile to Dr. Scofield and his Bible. This attitude 
strikes the reader as unfair and as amounting almost 
to an obsession. Truth is not discovered or stated in 
this way, and there are clear evidences in this ‘book 
that Mr. Mauro, in opposing: what he believes to be 
wrong, has himself erred in- spiritualizing passages 
which are much more satisfactorily explained as literal. 
To interpret Ezekiel 37 as being fulfilled on the day 
of Pentecost and to refer it to the Christian dispensa- 
tion is as impossible as Mr. Mauro considers his op- 
ponent’s position to be. . ... To the present writer 
neither its [Mr. Mauro’s book] teaching nor its tone 
is satisfying.” : 


_ May a Christian Incur Debts? _——_- 


In. your Sunday-school lesson comments for: the 
lesson of November 4, on Romans 13:8, “ no 
man anything, save to love one another,” a writer in 
the Times comments: “Avoid absolutely the social 
disloyalty of debt. Let every creditor be paid in 
full and promptly with watchful care.” 

This would ‘seem to imply that we may contract 
debts provided we pay them promptly. I do not un- 
derstand ‘what ‘this Scripture passage means. I do 
not know of a Christian man or woman in_all my 
acquaintance who is not owing some money debt — 
notes, chattel mortgages, real estate mortgages, gro- 
cery bills, etc. Is. this financiaf .condition contrary to 
is Bork Spirit’s teaching in this verse?—An Oregon 
reader. ; ; 


The Scriptural command to “owe no man anything” 
plainly means that we are not to owe that which we 
«cannot pay, or Owe a payment beyond the time. when 
payment should be made. Financial credit that is 
extended as a convenience from one person to: another 
who is able to pay is not here under consideration. 
For the same Paul .who, by. inspiration, wrote this 
command in Romans, .wrote also to Philemon a few, 
years later concerning money that the runaway slave 
Onesimus had stolen from Philemon: “If he ‘hath 
wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine 
account;:... I will repay it” (Philemon 18, 19)...So 
Paul was “going into. debt,” and was ready to ‘‘owe” 
Philemon the whole amount of Onesimus’ obligation. 
But Paul doubtless would not have done this if he 
had not been well able to pay the debt of the slave, 
—even though Philemon may never have. accepted 
Paul’s generous offer. 

Commercial credit is a necessity for everyday busi- 
ness. transactions, honorable and legitimate, of both 
the smallest and. the largest sort. There is no viola- 
tion of any Scriptural principle or command in Chris- 

. tian people carrying accounts: at various shops, for 
example, provided the. bills, when rendered, .are paid 
promptly and as expected. Nor is the carrying of a 
mortgage bond on one’s real estate, an unscriptural act, 
inasmuch as the real estate or other property is pre- 
sumably full protection to the creditor, and can be 
drawn upon or realized for the payment of the obliga- 
tion if necessary. The thing that the Christian is 
enjoined not to do is to incur debts that he cannot 
repay. It is a regrettable fact that Christians often 
violate this Scripture. And many a Christian organ- 
ization, formed of devoted Christian people who seek 
only to serve the Lord faithfully, makes the mistake 
of contracting bills or other financial obligations be- 
fore the money is in hand to pay them. This should 
never be done. God is as well able to send the money 
in advance for the meeting of any needs as he is to 
send. it after the obligation has been incurred. It dis- 
honors God not to look to him to keep us out of debts 
in. which we permit ourselves to owe that which we 
cannot repay when due., ; 
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Our Assurance of Infant Salvation 


Scriptural ground for the belief that those who have died in infancy have gone to be with the Lord 














By Caspar Wistar Hodge, Ph.D. 
Professor of Systematis Theology, Princeton 
Theological Seminary 
O RAISE the question of the. salvation of: in- 
i fants us~to take the first step in the doctrine of 
infant salvation. ‘ 
infants is to assert with the Bible and the Christian 
Church that infants are members of a lost race, that 
they need salvation, and that only those savingly united 
to Ghrist are saved. Infants cannot be supposed to 
be saved by their innocence, for that would be a con- 


- tradiction in terms. :Only sinners are saved,:and when - 


we speak of: infant salvation, we acknowledge. the 
Scripture doctrine of original sin. If any infant. is 
saved, it can only be through the merit of Christ 
and the regeneration of the Holy Spirit. : : 
The early Church became involved in difficulties 
in regard to infant salvation through its emphasis 
on baptism as a necessary condition of salvation. 
Augustine’s doctrine of grace prepared the way ‘for 
a truly Scriptural view, but it was left for Zwingli, 
at the beginning of the Reformation, to proclaim’ the 
Biblical truth>that “all the elect children of God who 
are regenerated by the Holy Spirit who worketh when 
and where and how he pleaseth” are saved. : ; 
The question remains, who among those dying in 
infancy are the elect children of God? To this ques- 
tion different answers have been given. Some have 
said that the children of God’s Seogle, i. e., of believers, 
are the elect children of God. Others said the chil- 
dren of God’s people and others whom God has called 


belong to this number. Others have replied that all. 


dying in infancy are called of God and saved by 


Christ and the Holy Spirit. 


To this last answer Reformed thought has tended: 


among English-speaking theologians, though the 
leaders of recent Reformed thought in Holland have 
spoken more cautiously. Likewise all other evan- 
gelical thought has tended to this answer, though 
illogically, we believe, because it is only on Reformed 
principles, which ascribe salvation to God’s sovereign 
grace and power, that we can believe in the salvation 
of any infant. This last answer is as.possible as any 
on Reformed principles, but on these alone. If all 
infants dying in infancy aré saved, it is not ‘because 
they are innocent, for they are not, according to 
Scripture; it is mot through the ordinances of the 
visible Church, for not all infants have received these 
ordinances; it is not through improvement of a grace 
common to all, for these infants are incapable of 
‘activity. It can only be through the almighty opera- 
- yes the Holy Spirit and the ineffable and sovereign 
love oO b 

Is there Scripture warrant for this great hope that 
we all cherish? 

In answering.this qdhestion we should say that in 
the case of the children of believers dying in infancy 
there is not only Scriptural ground for hope, but 
direct Scriptural warrant for assured belief, for’ these 
children are the children of the Covenant of Grace. 


This truth is asserted in the repeated promise, “I will. 


be your God, and ye shall be my people,” and espe- 
cially in the promise of God to Abraham that God 
will establish his Covenant between: “me and -thee and 
thy seed after thee ... to be 
thy seed after thee” (Gen. 17:7). Peter likewise says 
that the promise of salvation is to us and our chil- 
dren (Acts 2:39). Paul and Silas said to the Philip- 
pian jailer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house”. (Acts 16:31). 
According to the entire Biblical teaching, the children 
‘of believers are included in the Covenant of - Grace 
and obtain all its blessings. Dying in infancy, such 


children, we may surely believe, are saved by the. 


grace of God. 


In the case of the children of unbelievers dying 
in infancy, there is not such a sure basis for belief 
in their salvation. But on Reformed principles we 
may,cherish this hope also. By suspending salvation on 
membership in the invisible, not in the visible, Church, 
by the idea of the Covenant of Grace, the absolutely 
free and loving election of God determines the ob- 
jects of salvation. How mapy they are, and who they 
are, in the last analysis can be known to God alone. 
By us the saved can be inferred only from the signs 
of election revealed in the Word of God. Faith and 


’ its fruits are the signs in the case of adults. In the 


case of children dying in infancy, birth from believing 
parents is, as we have seen, a sure sign. But just 
as the presence of unbelief in an adult is not a sign 
of being lost, since unbelief may change to faith, so 
in the case of infants dying in infancy, birth from 
unbelieving parents cannot be regarded as a certain 


To speak of the salvation of | 


a God unto thee and 


In answer to a request from The Sunday School 
Times, six leading Bible teachers have given their 
reasons for believing that the Scriptures authorize 
us to believe that children dying before reaching 
the age of responsibility are saved. . Three arti- 
cles have already by. Drs. Lewis Sperry 
-Chafer, William. L. Pettingill, and Arno C. Gaebe- 
lein. .The concluding. articles of the series are 
. ee here given. 








sign of ,being lost, because the Upon of Grace, 
while : ordinarily. in the channel of parent and child, 
may -not thus be limited, since the election of God is 
free.and sovereign. Hence there are many, both adults 
and infants, of whose salvation we may be sure, and 
none of whose final loss we may be sure. 

But: more than this can be said. It is the general 
tenor of. Scripture teaching that at the end the num- 
ber of-the saved shall greatly exceed that of the lost, so 
that the saved shall include the greater part of the 
human race. The very idea of the salvation of Christ 
as the Saviour of the world involves the idea that noth- 
ing less than a world of humanity shall be saved by the 
last Adam, If a very long time should pass after a 
redeemed- world has been realjzed and before the end 
of this age and the consummation of the Kingdom, 
then. the. salvation of all infants dying in infancy 
would: not be a necessary inference from this great 
truth. It would, however, seem to follow as a strong 
probability that, if at the end the saved are to out- 
number the lost, all. infants dying in infancy are 
saved. Charles "Hodge says: “We have reason to 
believe that the number finally lost in comparison with 
the whole number of the saved will be very inconsid- 
erable. Our blessed Lord, when surrounded by the 
innumerable company of the redeemed, will be hailed 
as the ‘Salvator Hominum,’ the Saviour of men, as 
the Lamb who bore the sins of the world.” This 
gives us ground for hope that all infants dying in 
infancy will be among that throng “who shall have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.” a 

It is on these great considerations that we base 
our hope. It is not on the passages where Jesus speaks 
of the necessity of receiving the kingdom of Heaven 
as a little child, or says that “of such is the kingdom,” 
because evidently it is not the innocency but the help- 
lessness of childhood to which our Lord refers. Nor 
can we. base our hope even on the infinite love of God, 
for why. might we not.then infer absolute universalism 


of salvation, unless -we are prepared to make an un-. 


scriptural distinction between original sin and actual 
sin, and to place the ultimate cause of salvation in 
man, not in God? This is contrary to the Bible, and 
would cause us to despair of the salvation of anyone. 
- Princeton, N. J. 

se 


By James M. Gray, D.D. 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


DO. not. know of any Scripture that directly or 

positively. authorizes us to believe. that children 
dying before the age of responsibility are saved. 
But there are several Scriptures from which such a 
deduction may be made, like our Lord’s words in 
Mark 10: 13, 14 and Matthew 18: 1-14. However, are 
not all of .us obliged to fall back on the old argu- 
ment that as infants were made partakers of Adam’s 
sin and fall without any act or volition of their own, 
therefore also without any act or volition of their own 
they are made “partakers of the redemption purchased 
by Christ”? Is it possible to go much further than 
this? Even the much maligned John Calvin, accord- 
ing to his “Life and Times,” by Henry, believed and 
taught that “dying infants were saved without bap- 
tism,” and if Calvin so believed, may not the rest of 
us follow his example? 

Perhaps the best way I can help Sunday School 
Times readers is to mention two books which may not 


- be known to all of them. One is “The Entail of the 


Covenant,” by Sir Robert Anderson, K.C.B. (Picker- 
ing and Inglis, 14 Paternoster Row, London, E. C. 4, 
England), and the other, “The Buried Nations of 
the Infant Dead, A Study in Eschatology,” by the 
Rev. H. B. Pratt (B. G. Pratt Co, Hackensack, N. J., 
1911). The first named deals oly with the children 
of Christian parents, but the Second includes all chil- 
dren dying in infancy. The author of the second 





1 Dr. Hodge is here recognizing the post-millennial point 
of view, of those who believe in a golden age on earth 
before the Lord’s return.—The Editor. 


volume is not very well known in our country because, 
although a graduate-of Princeton (1855), he -spent 
most of his life in evangelizing the Spanish people: of 
South America. He is the author of ‘the “Modern 
Version” of the Bible-in Spanish, and ‘also of com- 
mentaries on-several- books ‘of the Old*Testament. 

Mr. Pratt is a premillenarian, and believes that the 
kingdom that Christ will set up on the earth at his 
return will consist of two great divisions of people. 
The first corisists of those who accepted the Gospel 
by faith, and the second:those “who. get into. the king- 
dom without seeking it.” By these last he means 
the little ones who having died before the age of 
accountability “had not sinned after the similitude of 
Adam’s transgression” (Rom. 5:14). These come out 
of all nations, tribes,,and peoples in all ages of the 
world, and will:so immensely exceed the numbers of 
the first named division, that the latter who accepted 
the Gospel: by faith will-seem but a handful in com- 
parison. Quoting. Pratt: “In the light of this truth 
our faith is greatly clarified and confirmed in the 
prophetic word, ‘He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied’ (Isa. 53: 11).” 

CHICAGO. © 

vg ” 
By William W. Rugh 
Associate Dean of the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 


N THE Book of Leviticus, chapters 1 to 7, the Holy 
Spirit has written the laws concerning the offer- 
ings that typified; or foreshadowed, the person and 
work of the One who was to come and fulfill them all 
(Heb. 10: 1-18). Every phase of God’s righteous 
work on Calvary is typically outlined in the five offer- 


ings. 

The whole burnt-offering, the foundation for the 
acceptance of all the offerings (Lev. 1), points to 
Christ, who, by his perfect: obedience to God's holy 
law, became the Lamb of God without spot and with- 
out blemish (Matt. 22: 37-39; John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1: 
18, 19). This made-his death for us and as us ac- 
ceptable to God (Eph. 5:2). , 

The meat, or meal, offering pictures Christ ground 
between the: upper and nether millstones in service 
for us (Lev. 2; Acts 2:23). 

The peace-offering, also a “sweet savour” or “thank” 
offering, typifies the result for us of his ministry :as 
ee trespass and sin offerings (Col. 1:20; Eph. 2: 
14). 

The sin-offering, offered for the sin of ignorance, 
figures the death of Christ as made sin for us (2 
Cor. 5: 21), thus bearing the judgment of God against 
ali men for our sinful nature; while the trespass- 
offering; put to death for. known sin, typifies Christ 
bearing “our sins in his own body on the tree” (1 
Pet. 2: 24). 

Though we were all born in sin and-are all “by 
nature the children of wrath” (Eph. 2: 1-3), yet God 
loved us and provided a substitute to bear the judg- 
ment of that nature.’ Because he is a God of abso- 
lute and unchangeable holiness, he could not admit into 
his presence one who had a nature at enmity toward 
him. God saw Adam and all of his race in Christ 
representatively on Calvary, and there judged all as to 
what we are as children of Adam. No man ‘is re- 
sponsible for his nature, but for the acts which are 
the result of that nature. Christ’s death as the sin- 
offering has delivered every one from the judgment: of 
God against us because of our nature, so that he does 
not hold anyone responsible for that nature, for he 
has justified all men as to nature (Rom. 5: 18). 

Children, therefore, who have not come to the age 
of responsibility are righteously saved on the basis 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Rom. 
5:16-19). The only thing in the child to be judged 
is the nature, and that has been judged on Calvary. 

No age limit is or can be fixed as to the period of 

responsibility of children. All seems to depend upon 
the mental development of the child. Some children 
are born idiots and are therefore never responsible, 
but this does not include people who become idiots, 
or insane, through a life of sin and slame. 
_ The only thing not covered by the death of Christ 
is human responsibility to accept the testimony that 
God has given concerning. himself, either. by his handi- 
work in creation, or by conscience, or by God’s revela- 
tion of himself and his work of redemption in his 
Word (Rom. 1:20; 2: 13-15; 3:2, 3; Heb. 2:3, 4). 
The only sin that keeps men out of Heaven is the sin 
of unbelief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God who 
died for our sins and rose again (John 16: 7-9; 3: 36; 
1 Cor. 15:3, 4). 
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A Week-End at New Posts in Belgium 


House idols drowned, and a deed for a building 


By Edith F. Norton 











A former assistant pastor of the Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles, the Rev. W. E. Pietsch, has written 
to the Editor of a visit that he recently made to the Belgian Gospel Mission: ‘‘I was delighted to find a group of 
consecrated Christian missionaries, working together harmoniously and as much free from jealousy as could’ be 


found anywhere. 


The Lord seems 30 real to them, and one felt immediately upon entering there the power of the 


Holy Spirit working in the meetings, especialiy on the Flanders section. I can most heartily recommend to our 


Jriends the financial support of this work. 


It is going direct to evangelistic work, and not to social. service work. 


trust that the friends will stand by this work of God by their prayers and financial support.’’ Gifts 
oe may be sent : C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


station at Huy and we emerge from its shadow 

into the grateful warmih of greeting accorded us 
by the Mission’s representatives, Mr. and Mrs. Van 
Goethem. 7 

Our railway journey from’ Brussels to Huy via 
Namur has been one of imerest and charm with, the 
Belgian countryside at its best, garbed in the bright 
reenness of late spring. Skirting the huge cliffs of 
ives. as we leave Namur, we follow closely the wind- 
ing way of the river Meuse; on its opposite bank at 
one point one can just discern the small village of 
Samson at’ the base of a white limestone cliff, and 
perched precariously above on the height can be seen 
the ruins of an old twelfth century castle. Still far- 
ther on the cliffs change in color and shape to queer, 
jagged rock formations. We cross bridges, creep 
through tunnels, see more chateaux on the heights 
above us, also the more prosaic lime kilns of the 
village of Seilles; then another tunnel and we are in 
Huy, where already we feel much at home, since the 
founding of a Mission post there several years ago. 

As we proceed to our hotel quarters, for we are to 
remain here several days, visiting not only Huy, but 
the newly opened stations of Miecret, Stockay, and 
Les Gottes, our hearts are stirred as we remember 
that in this town lived and preached that great preacher 
of the crusades, Peter the Hermit, and that he is actu- 
ally buried here in the ancient Abbey of Neumonstier. 

Our first visit is to be paid to the little village of 
Miecret, or Havelange. This small place in the Prov- 
ince of Namur is our first post to be opened in that 
Province. Now that: our good friends, the Neusys, 
have removed to Namur (city) we hope to have this 
large and important city also opened to the Gospel 
later on. It was here at Miecret where some years 
back a servant girl was won to the Gospel through 
our meetings at Huy, and she went back to her vil- 
lage to witness so valiantly to her aged mistress that 
she and her household were later won. Now for some 
months regular meetings have been conducted in this 
woman’s large and hospitable kitchen, and her bounty 
to the Lord’s. servants knows no limits. 

Do we wonder at the holding of a meeting in a 
kitchen, perhaps asking inwardly why the best room 
was not tendered for that purpose? But here in 
Belgium in the homes of the common people the 
kitchen is the best room; it is in truest sense the 
living room, and its appurtenances are of far more 
value than the small and frigid “parlor,” which serves 
usually only ds a receptacle for family portraits and 
images and statues of the saints. When this dear wo- 

~ man, Madam Demeure, heard that we were coming 
to visit her and to attend a meeting in her house, she 
was all but overcome with joy. “To think,” said she, 
“that I shall actually see Monsieur and Madame 
Norton in the flesh! Quel plaisir!” 

So at five thirty Friday afternoon we are off in 
the Gospel car driven by Mr. Van Goethem and in 
another hour we arrive. Our way has been through 
the beautiful wooded valley of the Hogoux. We are 
in the heart of the Belgian countryside here, com- 
pletely off the beaten track of tourist travel; occa- 
sionally we pass medieval farms, walled. about and 
capped at the corners by strong conical towers. 

We arrive at the small village and drive up the 
incline to the farmhouse of the Demeures. On the 
outer wall we_see a receptacle for Gospel literature 
covered with glass and in which with other literature 
a fresh copy of Notre Espérance, our French Gospel 
paper, is constantly displayed. At the doorway stands 
Madame Demeure waiting to greet us, shyly delighted 
at our coming, and very afraid that her simple hos- 
pitality will be inadequate. Her fears are soon set 
at rest, however, and she permits us to wander about 
the little place and ask questions to our hearts’ con- 
tent, and she finds us out interested in watching her 
milk her three sheep. Later at the simple repast of 
bread, coffee, and jam, we taste this ewe’s milk and 
find it not. unpalatable. Madame Demeure before our 
coming had made a great resolve, which was to banish 
all idols from her home. true Christian she has 
been for long; yet her walls remained adorned with 
crucifixes, pictures of saints, statues in little shrines, 
and souvenirs from Lourdes. Our friends, the Van 
Goethems, had pi.;ed earnestly that she might see 


|: IS just after midday as our train enters the 


the incongruity of harboring these remnants of super- 
stition, and today her simple soul is aroused to action. 
She had arrayed all her collection on a table, and 
we were asked to dispose of them. 

Mr. Van Goethem tells us of an elderly convert at 
Huy who was seen by another convert on his way to 
the Meuse River; under his arm was a large parcel. 

“What is your destination?” called out convert-the 
second. 

“I have my house idols in this parcel and I am on 
my way to the Meuse to throw them all in and drown 
them,” came the response. 

“Tiens, | had not thought of that,” replied convert 
number two. “I think I shall go and collect my idols 
also, and we shall drown them together.” 

Before the evening meeting we go to see a house 
that our friends tell us has been considered desirable 
to purchase and from which could be constructed a 
very desirable Gospel hall, as it is not well to continue 
a meeting too long in a private kitchen. The building 
under consideration is admirably suited, and well 
placed, within easy .reach of several small villages, 
which cluster close together in the Belgian country- 
side. We know that already people from six different 
villages frequent the meetings at Miecret, some coming 
on foot for more than two hours. As we walk about 
this building, we are caught by a burst of melody 
raining down upon us from the sky. “What is it?” 
we ask the farm woman at our side. “L’alouette,”’ 
comes her response. It is a skylark poised high over- 
head, almost invisible, and pouring out a glorious 
hymn of melody. We are reminded that in a similar 
manner has come the blessed Gospel of the Son of 
God to this ignorant and needy village of Miecret. 

It is the hour of the service, so we return to the 
home of Madame Demeure and find about fifty people 
gathered. What.a scene it is! the dimly lighted 
kitchen and the earnest faces of these peasant folk. 

After we have both spoken, Mr. Van Goethem arises, 
his face shining. “One of you spoke of your obedience 
to the call of God when you were told to come to 
Belgium with the Gospel,” says he. “Tonight the 
friends of Miecret and of the post of Huy want to 
make you a present as a token of their gratitude for 
your obedience to the call of God,” and with that he 
hands us a long envelope bearing a notary’s name out- 
side. Wonderingly we open it and find to our over- 
whelming joy a deed to that very building we had gone 
to see an hour before. Could it be that these simple 
folk, poor and humble, had been able to purchase this 
building! How we rejoiced together, and gave thanks 
for this their bounty. Long will we remember that 
scene, and the emotions that the occasion evoked. 

The Saturday night following we go to another 
small village, Les Gottes, for a meeting. Earlier in 
the day we take the Gospel car and visit several sur- 
rounding villages to distribute invitations to the meet- 
ing, and the night of the meeting we take a goodly 
number of people from Huy with us to assist. How 
interesting it is to trace the hand of God _in the open- 
ing of these different posts! It was a man from 
Gottes, who, three years ago, heard the Gospel in our 


tent meetings at Huy. There he bought a Bible, and: 


for three years read it alone assiduously. At the end 
of that time Mr. Van Goethem passing through his 
village stopped to see him and found he had become 
a convinced and intelligent Christian. His heart was 
aflame with the desire to win his fellow. villagers for 
Christ. He found a dance hall that could be rented for 
meetings and himself pays the rent, and today when 
special meetings are announced about the whole 
population of the village, three hundred, turns out 
to listen. This Saturday night a hundred persons 
have gathered to hear the messages, and as there are 
many unsaved present the main message is an appeal 
to such. We have the joy of seeing one man decide 
on this night. 

The closing Sunday of this memorable week-end is 
devoted to the posts of Stockay and Huy. Stockay’s 
story has previously been told. It was to this town 
of four thousand inhabitants that the Gospel was 
first brought by evangelists thirty years ago; but in a 
week’s time they took their departure, leaving behind 
them an awakened thirst for the Gospel, not to be 
assuaged in the three decades without Gospel witness 
that followed. Then a group of our workers. came 
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to hold street meetings and later tent meetings, and 
hundreds joyfully welcomed the Gospel invitation. 
So today, as we arrive for the afternoon service, our 
hearts are eager with anticipation. Nor are we to be 
disappointed, for the joy of the Gospel brings in its 
train no disillusionment. We have never known peo- 
ple who enjoyed their faith in Christ more than do 
the Belgian converts and this day is to serve as an 
occasion for much rejoicing in the Lord. From the 
surrounding posts of Liége, Seraing, and Huy the 
Christians come by train and specially chartered bus 
to enjoy the precious hour with the friends at 
Stockay, and it is a large and happy family that fills 
the erstwhile dance hall as we take our places on the 
platform. It is la Féte de Pentecéte (the Sunday of 
“Peniecost”), and as the message is given of over- 
flowing, abounding life as our prerogative in the power 
of the Holy Ghost, the faces that look into our own 
are transfigured with the deep feeling of the: heart. 
Too quickly the precious time passes, and at last 
reluctantly we ‘return: the last handclasp of these 
beloved friends and set our faces again toward Huy, 
ten. kilometers distant, where we are to be for the 
night meeting. Again that night to the large audience 
at Huy is presented the message of the coming and 
power of the Holy Ghost, and again we see Him 
working powerfully in conviction and in conversion. 

On Monday, a day of bright beauty, again from 
the different posts the friends gather, this time for 
a picnic in the neighborhood of a famous chateau; but 


_ here again the day is passed in praising God, in singing 


hymns, and in witnessing. He “is all and in all” to 

these people of Belgium, the Beginning and End of all 

existence, the heart’s Supreme Good. h, may many, 

many more in this land come thus to: know Him! 
Brussets, Betcrum. 





A Word by the Editor 





On the facing page are announced a few 
“of the many unusual articles to appear in 
The Sunday School Times in the months 
ahead. Aren’t you glad you are a member of 
the Family that is going to have this feast? 


The Editor has two important suggestions 
to make: 


First, will you make sure that your own 
subscription to the Times is promptly re- 
newed for the coming year, so that you may 
miss none of these articles? If you are in a 
club, please see your club secretary promptly, 
handing him your. subscription and asking 
him to continue your name. If you sub- 
scribe individually, your subscription should 
be sent directly to the Times office. 


Second, would you not be doing a lasting 
service to some of your friends who do not 
now take The Sunday School Times, by 
handing them this copy, calling their atten- 
tion to the facing page, and heartily urging 
them to Join the Family ? Did you read 
the personal talk by the Editor with The 
Sunday School Times Family, in the issue 
of November 24, “Lights in the Deepening . 
Darkness”? It- told something of what 
the Times is meaning to many of its read- 
ers, and how some ‘readers are bringing 
blessing to others by introducing the paper 
to them. Will you join the “Join the 
Family”’ Campaign of The Sunday School 
Times and help to double the. circulation - 
this winter by getting from one to ten of 
your friends to take the paper? ‘That edi- 
torial, reprinted as a leaflet, will be sent you 
free of charge upon request, and also this 
full page of announcements, as many copies . 
as you wish, with information as to how you 
can introduce the paper to others. 


‘How many subscriptions will you send as 
Christmas or New Year's presents to friends 
this year? 

If you will help, will you send the Editor 
a postcard saying so, and suggesting how 
many new subscribers you believe you can 
get? It’s not a pledge, but only a decision 
to try. The Editor will gladly reply by 
mail to all who thus write him. Subscrip- 
tion rates are given on page 778 in this issue. 
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| A Labor Agitator’s Despair 

He was a radical newspaper man, editing a labor 
organ, an acquaintance of the Jack London who 
wrote, “I believe that when I die I shall be as 
completely obliterated as the last mosquito that 
you or I smashed.” This newspaper radical be- 
lieved the same. ‘He was a college graduate, de- 
voted to B. Fay Mills in his tragic apostasy, Clar- 
ence Darrow, and such spirits. But the Lord got 
him. He is a brilliant writer, and now, soul-winner 
and Bible teacher, he has told his own story for 
The Sunday School . Times — one of the most 
‘ startling and convincing of human life documents. 


Loy Fat’s Suicide and Resurrection 


Going blind from smallpox, a Chinese boy attempts 
suicide by drowning, is hauled out in a net by a 
fisherman, gets a job in the vice quarter of ~Han- 
kow, finally is saved, and now has visited twelve 
of China’s eighteen provinces with the Gospel, in- 
cluding several months’ preaching in General 
Feng’s army. The Times will give his story. 


When the Missionary Surrendered 


She was a missionary in Africa, but she longed 
for a spiritual life she did not have. She came 
under Modernist influences, and began to explain 
conversion by psychology. 
conference at America’s Keswick. Full surrender 
brought a life better than she had dared’ ask or 
think. She has written her story for the Times. 


Aunt Barbara at Ninety 


In 1843 she joined the Sunday-school, and today, 
past ninety, Aunt Barbara’s Home Department and 
parish reach from New Jersey across the Missis- 
sippi and on to the Pacific slope. Her story is 
a challenge to younger folks of sixty or sixteen. 


A Medical Student Prays 


A medical student, preparing to go as a foreign 
missionary, was in the habit of getting up at four 
A. M. for two hours of Bible study- before the 
day’s work started. One day, before a difficult 
examination in which the field was very broad, 
he asked a friend to pray with him that he might 
study up the right jects for the exam. When 
the students filed 1 the examination room, the 
very questions that he had studied were on the 
blackboard. At another time, when each student 
was to be taken to a hospital and assigned a pa- 
tient, he went to the library and spent three hours 
on a certain case. Of the fifty or more cases that 
he might have had at the hospital, that was the 
one assighed to him. He is in the mission field 
today. How he prepared, how he found in The 
Sunday School Times office the girl for his wife, 
and how they are serving the Lord together in a 
heathen land, is a spiritual romance of rare beauty. 


Budgeting Sunday School Finances 


A Sunday-school was $200 in debt and getting in 
deeper. A practical woman was appointed super- 
visor of financing. Facts were laid before all the 
classes and their co-operation was enlisted. They 
paid off the debt; they began on new building 
plans; they increased their gift to missions; they 
kept up all their usual expenses. The woman who 
worked this out successfully will tell the story in 
the Times “Efficiency and Equipment Number.” 


What is Pentecost’s Message Today? 


On January 27 the Sunday-school world will be 
studying a lesson on the Holy-Spirit. There is no 
' subject on which Christian people have such sadly 
divided and confused ideas. “Pentecostalism” needs 
but to be mentioned to hear sharply conflicting 
epinions. A well-known Bible teacher has made a 
sane, Scriptural study of this vital question, and 
gives satisfying conclusions from God’s Word. No 
Sunday-school teacher should miss this sidelight 
in preparation for that lesson. 


The Lawyer and the Infidel 


| A Christian lawyer has been hunting for twenty 
: years to find one infidel lawyer who has ever made 
a careful, lawyer-like investigation of the claims 
of the Bible and Christ. He has never found one. 
‘ Nor has he ever read of one. But h@ has talked 
with many such lawyers, business men, and others 
who, after playing the game fairly and Treading 
i what he has given them on the other side, thave 
admitted that the arguments for their position were 
demolished. Some have turned to the Lord.Jesus 
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Then she attended a - 


Christ and been saved. The Editor knows this 
man well, and has asked him to write out his 
experiences for The Sunday School Times. The 
manuscript makes one of the most extraordinary 
contributions to Christian life and literature ever 
published in any journal, secular or religious. The 
lawyer names the books that he gives to his 
friends. He cites instances of men of massive in- 
tellect who, after simply studying the evidences, 
turned to Christ and became devout Christians, 


A Biological Chemist’s Object Lessons 


Children love to watch experiments. So do grown 
people. A Christian woman in the Department of 
Biochemistry in one of the medical schools of New 
York City, who believes the Old Book, has worked 
out a series of fascinating chemical experiments 
that illustrate spiritual truth. In each case she 
shows just how to give the object lesson, what 
chemicals are needed, and the Gist of the Message. 
Some of these object lessons are entitled, Inside 
Out, Yellow Streak, Spoiled Giving, That Soft 
Answer, Three and the Bible. 


The ‘*‘ Unknown Christian ’s”? New Series 


The “Unknown Christian” of England, whose 
books on. the Victorious Life, Prayer, and the 
Lord’s Return have blessed multitudes, has writ- 
ten a new series for The Sunday School Times 
Family, on “Knowing God.” Most readers will 
have a rich surprise ahead in discovering, how much 
the Bible has to say about knowing God, and God’s 
knowing us. Great truths are given in such simple, 
direct language that they will reach the hearts of 
many needy and eager people, on these themes: 


Can Man Know God? Be Still and Know 
What is Knowing God? Abiding in Christ 
Following On to Know Through the-Holy Spirit 
How Can I Know God 2 The Holy Communion 
Christ ‘‘The Way’’ Then Shall I Know 


The Young Minister’s Ordination Story 


“It may interest you to know,” wrote a young min- 
ister to The Sunday School Times, “that I am 
in the ministry today, and given up to a thor- 
oughly evangelical outlook, because of the trans- 
formation of life effected in me by the truth of 
the Lord’s coming that I learned from The Sun- 
day School Times some years ago.” At his ordina- 
tion service he told his life story, baring his heart 
to his fellow “ministers. There was not a dry 
eye when he had finished. As a lad of ten he had 
“given his heart to the Lord,” but the years that 
followed were spiritually cold and barren. Liv- 





After reading these announcements please 
note carefully the suggestions by the Editor 
on the page facing this. 











ing in an atmosphere of social service rather than 
evangelism, and traveling for a wholesale house, 
he “happened” to read things in The Sunday 
School Times that surprised him by what the 
Lord Jesus Christ meant to the writers. Then he 
read an article on the Lord’s return. The light 
began to break, For the first time he saw the 
precious truths of salvation, of resurrection, and 
of the Lord’s coming. A university course fol- 
lowed, with training for the ministry: today he is 
rejoicing in a fruitful pastorate, and his writings 
are enriching the columns of The Sunday School 
Times. His life story will be published here. 


Are You a Troubled Parent? 


Do you worry about your children’s spiritual 
future? Then you may need the comfort and 
guidance of a remarkable series of articles by a 
Christian minister on Your Child’s Inheritance, or 
God’s Covenant with Parents. It is the truth, 
straight from God’s Word, that many parents hun- 
ger for, yet it is seldom heard in our churches. 
Your home may be revolutionized by the new ter- 
ritory in prayer that is opened up. 


A Sunday School for Motor Campers 


“Come right along in your camping clothes; this 
is no dress-up affair.” A hospitable Christian 
woman was going through a tourists’ camp invit- 
ing folks to a unique Sunday-school —in the open 
air, for motorists. And motor campers who had 
no thought of attending Sunday-school on their 
vacation did so with pleasure. Often theré -is an 


. Dawson, F.R.S.C., 


attendance of over two hundred. The story of 
“Big Pine Sunday School” may start many others. 


Shall We Give Children the Gospel ? 


Some religious educationists say we must not tell 
children about Christ’s shed blood and death in 
their behalf, but keep such things from them till 
they are older. A Sunday-school worker of ripe 
experience, who has taught the Gospel to more 
than 30,000 boys and girls, has proved that chil- 
dren understand and welcome the whole truth about 
the plan of salvation. His article tells of actual 
cases and results, and is a revealing testimony. 


Do You Understand the “‘ Second Coming’’? 


“Mother,” wrote a high school boy in America to 
his missionary mother in China, “will you please 
write out for me, in order, the events connected 
with the Lord’s second coming, with references? 
Please make it full. I want to show it to a 
friend.” Could you have answered this boy’s let- 
ter? His mother did, and her simple, straight- 
forward explanation of the truth of the Second 
Coming of Christ, with the Bible references, is 
one of the most helpful and easily understood the 
Editor has ever seen. She tells what signs the 
Lord. gave of his coming; what he is coming to 
do; in what way he will come; what will im- 
mediately precede his coming; and answers other 
questions that many want to have answered. The 
Times will publish her reply in full. 


‘* That Blessed Hope ”’ 


The distinguished Canadian writer, Dr. W. Bell 
writes the Editor: “I have 
the impression that one of the chief hindrances to 
an outlook toward the coming of Christ, on the 
part of the ordinary church member, is the want 
of any clear understanding that the Second Advent 
is premillennial (that is, before the millennium). 
Without this understanding, it necessarily appears 
far away and indefinite, and this leaves for the 
Church, as its chief aim, to improve the world 
generally in any feasible way. According to 
Scripture, this outlook quite misses the purpose of 
God in the present age, and also ignores the hope 
that he sets before us.” Dr. Dawson has written 
several articles for the Times of great value. 


Can We Trust the Old Testament ? 


Scholarly critics have torn the Old Testament to 
pieces. They say its history is fable, its God im- 
moral. A brilliant Bible teacher faces these criti- 
cisms, answers them with true scholarship, and 
shows why all the Old Testament is as miraculously 
inspired and infallible as the New. : 


In a Modernist Seminary 


In the classroom of one of our best known the- 
ological seminaries the subject of inspiration was 
being discussed. A student asked the professor, 
“Dr. T., do you think the Constitution of the 
United States is as much inspired as the Penta- 
teuch?” Promptly came the professor’s reply: 
“The Constitution is probably more inspired than 
the Pentateuch.” Another of the students in that 
classroom knew the Lord in such a vital way that 
he was able to complete his studies in that sem- 
inary without having his faith shattered, as so many 
of his fellow students had. He has written for 
the Times an article telling of his experiences in 
that school of unbelief. Another article will appear, 
by a graduate of a sound seminary, telling of the 
spiritual blessings that he received by studying 
where the whole faculty believes the Word of God. 


The Old Friends Stay, of Course 


In addition to the new features announced on this 
page, the eagerly read departments valued by so 
many will of course continue. Dr. Melvin Grove 
Kyle, the Times Archeological Editor, will keep 
you posted on the latest discoveries in Bible Lands. 
Mother Ruth’s Christian counsel in answering real 
girls’ problems will go on. The Times’ carefully 
chosen reviewing staff will tell you about the best 
new religious books, and why certain other books 
are not to be trusted. Ernest Gordon’s Survey 
of Religious Life and Thought in the whole world 
keeps you informed as no other one paper attempts 
it. The Lesson Department gives you its wealth 
of lesson helps from a dozen leading Bible teachers 
and writers, including the inimitable Cartoons and 
Little Jetts. The Editorials and’ Notes on Open 
Letters deal with the vital things of everyday life 
in ‘the light of the Word: bree 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and _ warnings from all the world 





By Ernest Gordon 








RCHEOLOGICAL Notes.-—The account of Abra- 
A ham’s purchase of Machpelah in Genesis 23: 17 

is particular to point out that with the land and 
the cave went the “trees that were in the field, that 
were in all the borders round about.” These “were 
made sure.” This indeed seems in our Occidental eyes 
to be self-understood. Not so in the East. Lieuten- 
ant-General Sir George Macmunn has discovered the 
explanation and gives it in The Journal of the Central 
Asian Society. “In our endeavor to settle revenue 
problems in Iraq during the days of the war, we soon 
came upon a curious condition of land-tenure whereby 
a man who owns land does not necessarily own the 
trees thereon. And we see to this day that to own 
land and trees a man must have a mirri sannud as 
well as a tapu sannud, The custom of Abraham’s 
day prevails today.” 


The results of Mr. Leonard Wooley’s excavations 
im Ur of the Chaldees are on exhibition in the British 
Museum. Among them are remains of those slain 
and buried with an ancient king of Ur as a suitable 
suite of honor and service for: his royalty in the 
world of shadows. The headdress of Queen Shubad 
is an extraordinary piece of craftsmanship, -—coils of 
ribbon, heavy rings, wreaths, and a great comb, — 
all of gold with beads of lapis lazuli in front, a fresh 
witness to the technical skill of mankind in the earlies 
days of human history. ; 


The excavations at Ephesus are in charge of the 
Austrian Archeological Institute. Among the more 
striking discoveries is that of a splendid hall of the 
time of the Emperor Antoninus Pius. This had been 


identified by its altar as a place where worship of the 


Emperor was carried on. The Church of St. John 
built by the Emperor Justinian is now being opened 
up by Professor Sotiriu. Deep excavations beneath 
the central cupola have led to a system of subterranean 
chambers where, according to tradition, St. John him- 
self was buried. 


The Pandita Ramabai work consisted of two in- 
stitutions which corresponded to two phases in the 


life of its founder. The Sharada Sadan was a school 
for high caste widows: the Mukti Mission, or Home 


of Salvation, a rescue work into which the Pandita . 


put her active years after her deeper spiritual experi- 
ences. For she could not be satisfied with a purely 
educational task after the new fullness of the Holy 
Spirit came to her life. Accordingly, in simple faith 
in God’s promise to provide, she gathered famine waifs 
and destitute girls and widows in a colony that ulti- 
mately included industrial school, hospital, farm, 
school for the blind, and much else. A dozen Chris- 
tian women from America, England, and Australia 
associated themselves with Ramabai and are still carry- 
ing on her work. 

The founder at her death willed the property to the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance. But the Alliance 
is pledged rather to pioneer evangelism and did not 
care to extend its institutional work. The American 
Auxiliary -of the Ramabai Mukti Mission has there- 
fore been formed in association with the Alliance to 
carry on this important enterprise. Its office is at 
260 West Forty-fourth Street, New York, and the 
secretary is Helen M. Clark. 

Six hundred women and girls are dependent on God 
for their daily needs. In the Bible Training School 
many Bible women are trained and are later much 
sought after by other missions because they know 
their Bibles and are able to endure hardship. Car- 
pentry, masonry, and well-construction are taught in 
certain departments, and the farm on which the women 
work provides milk and .grain together with fodder 
for the animals. Some fifty mentally deficient girls 
are taught to make sun-dried bricks. Three presses 
turn out thousands of Testaments and Scripture por- 
tions annually, which are distributed to people in 
this region. Volunteer evangelistic bands go out daily 
to preach the message of salvation in the surrounding 
districts, and twenty-four. women, who were led to 
Christ at Mukti, spend their whole .time working 
among the hundreds of thousands of pilgrims who 
gather at Phanderpur, near Mukti, to worship at the 
shrine of Vitoba. 


Mr. Strong of the Soldiers’ Gospel Mission of 
South America reports that he has obtained entrance 
to the Chilean navy as well as army. He has been 
holding meetings at the great naval base of Talcahuano 
among sailors and marines, and also among the police 
of the port. Among other interesting experiences 
he recounts having met on a train a group of Chilean 
Protestant pastors going to conference. “When the 
conversation switched to present-day happenings in 
all parts of the world we were able to show them 


from Scripture how wonderfully these events coin- 
cided with the last days spoken of in the Bible. We 
never had more eager listeners than these dear men 
of God who can reach the hearts of their fellow 
countrymen far better than we can. It is a custom 
of third-class travel in Chile to listen in to any con- 
versation going on. As we spoke ef the glories of 
the millennial reign of Christ, of his care of the poor, 
and administration of justice, there were hungry lis- 
teners, and one man remarked to a native pastor, 
‘Where are you people all going? I wish to hear more 
of this,’ ” 

Mr. Strong’s year of labor has given him the ear 
of about 13,000 Chilean soldiers and sailors, to prac- 
tically all cf whom he has also given a Gospel of 
John. “Our task is that of the seed-sower. We leave 
the results with the Lord of the harvest. The real 
need at present, in face of the prevailing nationalism, 
is a corps of devoted native workers to help gather 
for Him.” 


The Gideons affirm that they have more calls for 
Bibles than they can supply. Only 700,000 of the two 
million hetel rooms in the United States have been 
provided with Bibles.. Testimonies to the value of 
this ministry are constantly coming in. What other 
book would call forth such if placed in a room for 
casual reading? Certainly not Emerson or Spencer 
or any other in President Eliot’s five-foot shelf, — 
a shelf which, by the way, was not long enough to give 
a place to the Bible. “I never heard of the Gideons 
until I picked up this Bible,” writes a Jew. “I am 
a thousand miles from home, friendless and alone, but 
tonight the bar-room loses a customer.” Another 
says, “Please send me particulars about becoming a 
Gideon. I want to help to do for the other fellow 
what the Gideon Hotel Bible did for me.” A Roman 
Catholic father says a Gideon Bible saved his son who 





A Berlin Professor’s View 
of the Future 








This statement was made by the eminent 
German théologian of the University of 
Berlin, Dr, Adolf Deissmann, at the Lau- 
sanne Conference : 

For the last thirty years or so the dis- 
cernment of the eschatological character’ of 
the Gospel of Jesus has more and more 
come to the front in international Christian 
theology. I regard this as one of the great- 
est steps forward that theological inquiry 
has ever achieved. We today must lay the 
strongest possible stress upon the eschato- 
logical character of the Gospel which it is 
the practical business of the Church to pro- 
claim: namely, that we must daily focus 
our minds upon the fact that the kingdom 
of God is near, that God with his uncon- 
-ditioned sovereignty comes through judgment 
and redemption, and that we have to prepare 
ourselves inwardly for the Maranatha,— 
the Lord cometh.” 











had absconded with his firm’s money. He found the. 


Bible in the hotel. room where he was hiding and, 
convicted of sin, went home and returned. the money. 
There was no Bible in that home before but they 
read it daily now and have contributed to the Gideon 
Bible fund. A woman who ran an evil resort in At- 
lanta, converted: by reading a Gideon Bible, gave all 


her savings, two thousand dollars, to start a Martha: 


Home for Girls, of which she is matron. An actor 
in an agony of loneliness at the loss of his wife 
“opened the Bible at the Seventy-seventh Psalm, read 
all night, and found solace and hope.” Suicides have 
been. restrained. “A drunkard came to’ this hotel,” 
writes a proprietor. “On leaving he took the Gideon 
Bible home with him. He began to study it at home 
and was led to Christ. He sent a friend back to the 
hotel to pay for the Bible taken.” 

The British and Foreign Bible Society has started 
to put Bibles in the hotels of Bangkok, Siam. ‘Three 
have already taken Bibles, and others are considering 
the matter. It is planned to supply not only English 


but Chinese, Hindu, Siamese, Japanese, and other 
hotels. The Bible Society report informs. us that 
the leading hotels of Syria welcome the placing of an 
English Bible in all their bedrooms, and that many 
Mohammedan and Syrian hotels are also willing to 
put Arabic Bibles in their bedrooms. The only lack 
is the money to supply the Bibles. 


Courageous Colporteurs of the Bible Society.— 
It will be recalled that a colporteur in Mexico and 
a friend with him were shot some years ago and the 
bodies mutilated. When friends came to bury the 
remains neither head nor heart could be found, and 
it is supposed that they were carried away as trophies. 
One would have supposed that this would have de- 
terred the successor of colporteur Feliciano, Victor 
Cervantes, from Visiting this town: Not at all! 
Within a month he was back in the-same village offer- 
ing Bibles and Gospels. In his report he. mentions 
this visit as if it were nothing out of the ordinary. 

Another: South American colporteur was surrounded 
by a mob with whips, knives, and revolvers. His bag 
of Bibles was taken from him to be burned and he 
was ordered out of his lodgings. -Roofless, he re- 
mained in town speaking patiently with any who would 
listen, though fearing for his life at night.  Sud- 
sdenly his bag of books was returned to him. Peo- 
ple wanted to know the secret of his courage. He 
sold two Testaments and twenty Gospels. When 
he came again his sales. amounted to eighteen Bibles. 
and twenty Gospels. Some day there will be a 
Christian church in that town as at Caruaru, where. 
the colporteur was stabbed to death on his knees. 
Four days- after this tragedy a colporteur went to 
Caruaru and sold Gospel portions. Today there is 
regular preaching there! 


Mr. Harry Freeman, a Jewish Christian, is hold- 
ing wonderful meetings in front of the Town Hall 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. The average con-— 
gregation is about four hundred every Sunday after- 
noon, the majority Jews. At one time Mr. Freeman 
was subjectéd'to much interruption and chalienged 
to come down from the steps at peril of his life. 
Now there is~nothing of the kind. “We have an opén 
door. There are business men who used to spit on 
the ground when I passed the They looked upon 
me as dirt. But if I do not visi them now they are 
troubled. It ‘is wonderful how the better class of 
Jew will’ come and listen. I said at one meeiing,’ 
‘The way for a Jew to get peace is not by going to 
Palestine but by accepting Christ.’ One who was 
once very bitter came to see me later saying, ‘I have 
taken your advice, have received Christ, and am 
happy.’ ” 

Mr. Freeman was the son of an orthodox rabbi. 
At one time he was in the United States. Of his 
conversion he says, “There was a man in America 
with whom I lived and whom I shall never forget. He 
was a minister. He was also a great chess player, 
and so was I. He lived a beautiful life, and it was 
this life which broke down all my prejudice against 
Christianity. He never asked me, however, if I was 
saved. I would go to my room and weep and ask God 
to show me if Jesus was really the Christ. When I 
leit America I left feeling that I- was leaving the 
best friend I had in this world. : 

: “Then twenty-three years ago I met Major Hay of 
the Salvation Army in Port Elizabeth. His faithful 
preaching brought me to the penitent form to ask God 
to take away all my sins. And He did. 
from my knees a new man in Christ.” 


Catholics in the Philippines are clamoring for im- 
mediate independence. They fear free and -befreeing. 
American influences. Romanism is building. splendid 


schools with which it hopes to compete .the , public: 
It is laying out unbelievable.- 


schools out of. existence. 
sums on such schools and. using athletics, . military 


drill, receptions, and other display to impress the ‘dis-: 
play-loving Filipinos. It is getting the children. of: 
the aristocracy under its control in this way.—-This isg.. 


so ‘successful a policy that.in Tagudin, for example,. 
while there are 10,000 children in the Roman parochial. 
schools there are but_a few hundred in the state, 
primary and intermediate schools. The money -for 


this activity comes from the bonds issued for the pur-,- 


chase of the friars’ lands, fourteen million pesos, plus 
interest for .twenty-five years. They have _former 
governor William H. Taft to thank for this. In 
addition there are great landed properties in Manila 
and throughout the Provinces under the control of 
the archbishop. 

The Rev. Charles R. Hamilton of the American 
Presbyterian Mission has been holding services. among 
Roman Catholic Filipino students. At -Bohol after 
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,esson for January 6 


first sermon the students were overheard discuss- 
fe the theme of: the preacher, Christ the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. They asked if Jesus was one 
of the great saints and whether any town had him for 
ts saint. They had never heard of him as 4’ saint 
ike Peter. How could it be said that Christianity 
was Christ? and the like. 


Patna is a large city on the Ganges.—The eighth 
of last July its leading high-caste Hindu women, to- 
gether with their husbands, gathered at the Radhika 
Institute and declared thei independence of the purdah 
system. The very fact of their being at a common 
meeting with men. was a decisive break with this 
traditional and tyrannous custom which has kept gene 
erations of women immured and hidden away in homes 
when they should be out in God’s free air. A woman 
was elected to take the chair; the first resolution, 
moved and seconded by women, read: 

“We, the ladies and gentlemen of Patna assembled, 
hereby dectare that we have today abolished the per- 
nicious practice of purdah, which has done and is 
doing incalculable harm to our country and particularly 
to women.” 

The woman presiding declared purdgh an inhuman 
institution and an unnecessary ‘one since, in’ spite of 
the unscrupulous activities of certain scoundrels, 
women can be trusted to live decently without it. 

‘The fortunate side of this movement is that both 
men and women are co-operating. The likelihood of 
domestic conflict is thereby greatly reduced. Other 
meetings have been held and the beginning of a great 
reform fairly made. So, as foot binding is passing in 
China and the veil in Turkey, purdah; women’s cur- 
tained prison, is being assailed in India. 


Fine testimony to the power of the Word, testi- 


mony that might have come from the lips of Crom- . 


well himself, was given by the British Premier, Mr. 
Baidwin, at the last annual meeting of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. He declared his belief 
that the kingdom of God would spread over the whole 
world, without which conviction “I could have no hope, 
could do no work and would give my office over this 
morning -to anyone who would take it.” After ex- 
plaining how “the Spirit breathing upon the Word” 


had transformed eighteenth century England, he con-. 


tinued, “The Bible is a high explosive. It works in 
strange ways and no living man can tell.or knows why 
that Book in its journeyings throughout the world 
has started the individual soul in ten thousand differ- 
ent places into a new life, a new belief, a new concep- 
tien, a new faith. Those things are hiddén until some 
man, or people, is touched beyond all others, by 
the divine fire, and the result is one of those great 
revivals of religion which repeatedly through the cen- 


. turies have startled the world and stimulated mankind; 


and which, .as surely as we are meeting in this hall, 
will recur again.” 

»Mr. Baldwin called attention to the fact that for 
every copy of the Revised Version sold by the Bible 
Society, eighty-six of the King James Version were 
sold. So does :he Christian public instinctively Cling 
to their great heritage in the old version. 


A Needy Work Among Mountain Whites.—Berea 
College, Kentucky, founded by the heroic John G. 
Fee, has, as so many other institutions of the Chris- 
tian church, fallen among Modernists, but there are 
other enterprises that are sound working among the 
mountain whites. One such is the Stuart Robinson 
School of the Southern Presbyterians at Blackey, east- 
ern Kentucky. It was foynded by Dr. Guerrant, in 
1912, and is a part of the Guerrant Inland Mission. 
Mr. Cooper, the superintendent, says of it: 

“We have a splendid plant and a Christian faculty. 
We are running a school where the boys and girls 
are taught to make a better living among the hills, and 
where the Word of God is given ‘the most important 
place in our course of study. Our aim is to build 
Christian leadership for the mountains and for the 
church. The boys and girls are of the purest and 
sturdiest American stock, with bright minds and big 
hearts.” 

Determined these boys are. Two of them walk 
eight miles and two fourteen daily, to get the high 
school: education here provided. The school gives 
“work scholarships” of $135 a year that enable the 
It would: like 
to increase the number of such scholarships. 

‘This plan has provided_about eighty percent of 
the fabor bill on the library building, which cost 
$8,500, on the teachers’ home, which cost $10,000, and 
on the gymnasium, costing $15,000. Fencing, car- 
pentry, plumbing, electric wiring of buildings, and in- 
stalling: of steam-heating furnaces have ‘been done*-by 
boys, and the work has been passed on -by inspecters. 

-This region has been hard hit, recently, by a cloud- 
barst that destroyed homes and drowned: about a: hun- 


¢ déed people, and the school has suffered with the others. 


Hence it has never beén more worthy of. aid than now. 


“At recent revival services. under the leadership: of - 


George K. Sample, some fifty: in*the school: made pro- 
fession of: faith in Christ. Mr. Sample isa: former 


. failroad. engineer.-who: prospers.- mightily. in prayer. 


he: -spends. on: his -knees:...:He- is 
McConkey of the Silver 


One night.a_ week 
associated -with.James -H. 


“from all speculative financial: contacts. 
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Publishing. Company of. Pittsburgh, in the- printing of 
Christian. books: and tracts for free distribution. 


American Notes.—The National Bible Institute 
has a larger enrollment than all the theological sem- 
inaries of Greater New York, matriculating 505 in 
its resident course. Its evangelistic department held 
in the current year 3,711 outdgor evangelistic meet- 
ings at which 3,469 persons publicly confessed Christ ; 
also 1,686 indoor meetings in the various missions in 
its charge. Its great work costs $160,000 yearly, 
which comes from those who believe in the Gospel 
and the preaching of the Gospel. 


It is refreshing to. find minds of quality and power 
rallying around the Eighteenth Amendment. Mr. Ray- 
mond Robins’ “Prohibition: Why? How? Whither?” 
is the type of literature one looks for from the Anti- 
Saloon League Press in Westerville, and looks for in 
vain. It is cogent, compact, concrete, and sells for 
15 cents a copy or $10 a hundred. A few hundred 
copies gotten into the hands of important persgnalities 
in the land would do more than. weeks of conventional 
meetings for the convinced. This is one of the publica- 
tions of the Committee of One Thousand, 100 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 


A remarkable distribution of the Bible through 
the Chicago agency of the American Bible Society 
is reported in late years. This agency covers ten 
States. Ten years ago a quarter of a million copies 
was considered remarkable. But in 1925 the number 
sold was 460,000 copies, in 1926, 788,000 copies, and 
in 1927, over a million. Mr. McLaughlin, the Secre- 
tary, attributes this to the radio: “On Sundays and 
many days during the week the dials are turned in 
to serviees of worship. In thousands of homes where 
the influence of the church has, not been felt directly 
for years a spiritual rebirth”has been brought about by 
the radio, often with the acquisition of a Bible as the 
next step. The chapter a day of Bible reading also 
has caused a marked demand for Bibles.” 


Theological.—The Rev. John Rottenberg, a Jew- 
ish missionary at the First Christian Reformed 
Church, Chicago, preached a Christmas sermon to an 
audience of Jews on the three great days: “The 
beautiful day of creation, the great day in which God’s 
love sent his Son to be Saviour of the world, and 





A Blasphemous Slogan 





The Feast of the Kingship of Christ was 
established- by -papal pronouncement two 
years ago to -be celebrated each year in Oc- 
tober. ~One gets echoes. of it in the utter- 
ance of the assassin of General Obregon, 

— “Christ must reign entirely:and not in part.” 
Viva Cristo Rey (“Long live Christ the 
King’’) was the cry that rent the air when 
the Guadalajara train was wrecked a year or 
more ago in Mexico and its travelers butch- 
ered. Dr. Haymaker of Guatemala tells us 
that these words are posted in windows in 
large letters, shouted in public, and used in 
connection with Catholic rebellion against 
governments. “ Last week in one of the worst 
Viva Crista Rey wards in the Guatemala 
capital, Ignaciode Leon, one of our prom- 
ising young preachers, had his head laid 
open with a big stone, and another received 
a large stone in the ribs,” 











the great day of Christ’s second coming. Eighty or 
more Jewish children madé Christmas recitations and 
sang Christmas songs. “What a surprise could be 
seen on the faces of the congregation when one girl 
rose and recited in a clear, loud voice the whole plan 
of salvation, using New Testament Scripture passages 
in alphabetical form.” . 


The Hungarian patriot Kossuth was a Protestant. 
—When commemorative exercises were last held at 
the statue of Kossuth in New York, the Roman Cath- 
olic Bishop Nemes of Hungary was to lay a- wreath 
at its base. But Archbishop Dunn summoned him and 
forbade him to take part in the exercises. “Was not 
Kossuth a Protestant!’’»Nemes protested, saying that 
his purpose was sanctioned by the primate of Hun- 
gary. To which Archbishop Dunn is said to have re- 
plied, “Here I am in authority!” The wreath was de- 
posited by a Protestant member of the delegation. 


Notes from Abroad.—In contrast with the old 
bad days of.the Leopoldine red-rubber terror on the 
Congo is the present era of efficient and humane gov- 
ernment. The present governor-general is General 
Tilkens, a» Belgian officer. and. one. of : the greatest 
mathematicians: of:-our time. He-is absolutely free 
In making his 


(GTI 


colonial inspections he travels by airplane, appearing 
unexpectedly at remote points, and in this way keeping . 
high the level of administration. 


The widespread use of checks in England and 


_America presupposes a high standard of honesty. 


In the Giornale d’Italia Cesare Tumedei expresses re- 
gret that in Italy this system of payment is practically 
unknown. This is due to the fact that the financial 
system of the country is undeveloped and secondly to 
the fact that such systems rest on widespread confi- 
dence. “In the last analysis credit and the use of 
checks rests on trust (fiducia) and trust cannot ‘be 
created by the wave of a wand.” It is significant that 
the checking system is a feature of the life of Prot- 
estant countries and not of others. 


A profitable study could be made of the = great 
contributions that evangelical Christianity has made 
to social reforms and charities of every type. The: 
death of the recent president of the International Red 
Cross Society, G..Ador, brought out the fact that-he 
was a devout, Bible-believing Christian: Now they' 
are celebrating the centenary of the birth of Henri 
Dunant, the Swiss layman who founded the Red Cross. 
He, too, was a faithful and courageous Christian, ac- 
tive in the Y. M. C. A. of Geneva in his early days. 
His co-founder, Dr. Louis Appia, was a pastor’s son 
and a strong evangelical Christian. 


A society for the Turkification of the Jews has 
been established in Turkey, and is but one indication 
of the determination of ‘the government to remove 
or assimiliate all non-Turkish elements in Turkey. 
In all the schools of Piedmont (Italy) the Gospels 
have been introduced as textbooks for religious 
education. And therein Piedmont outdistances New 
England. Mr. W. O. Williams, Gideon secretary, 
who has put Bibles in nearly every hotel in Montana, 
says that the hotel men tell him the presence of the 
Bible in the rooms saves the furniture. Men who 
go to hotels to have a spree are checked by the pres- 
ence of the Bible under whose influence they were 
brought up. The Salvation Army of France is soon 
to begin Christian preaching among the prisoners de- 
ported to French Guiana. The French Ministry of 
Justice has authorized and assisted the delegation. that 
has gone out to prepare the work. Don Jose i 
Gorria, an eloquent Spanish monk much sought after 
as cathedral preacher and prominent in Spanish eccle- 
siastical circles, has after ten years of inner conflict 
come over to evangelical Christianity. He is now 
pastor of a littke Protestant church at Logrono on 
the River Ebro. The Belgian Protestant Mission 
in Ruanda, Central Africa, is prospering, there being 
now 17 Christian familiés in its church and a gather- 
ing of 800, Sundays, at preaching service. The sta- 
tion» and out-station schools have 1,100 pupils. The 
Belgian authorities are compelling Congo natives who 
live back in the recesses of the forest to come out 
on the main routes and there construct decent vil- 
lages. These people are now, for the first time, ac- 
cessible to the Gospel. 


It is interesting to be able to chronicle the 
publication of a history of John Wesley and 
the Methodist movement by a_ Belgian priest 
(Maximin Piette, “La Réaction de John Wesley dans 
Vévolution du Protestantisme”’), published with the’ 
permission of his superiors. It is described as a com- 
prehensive and exact study of the Reformation and 
the Wesleyan movement. Dr. Bull of the Ameri- 
can Methodist Mission in Japan has discovered on the 
island of Amakusa a boulder on which is inscribed the 
statement that beneath it are buried the heads of 
11,111 Christians, a third of the number executed in 
1638. The shoguns feared a restrrection of these 
Christian martyrs, and consequently planned to_pre- 
vent this by burying the heads apart from the bodies. 
Another Retreat. Professor Gressmann, writing on 
the Psalms, declares that psalmody is as old as sac- 
rificial worship and older that David. He believes 
that there are no Maccabean psalms whatever! Critics 
generally now agree that there are far more psalms 
dating before the exile than was once believed. So 
fashions change. Christopher Robert of New York, 
who founded Robert College, Constantinople, would 
rub his eyes if he could read the following which re- 
cently appeared in the chronique of Fodet Vie. “A curi- 
ous lecture has been delivered at Robert College, Con- 
stantinople, by Aini Bey, professor in the theological 
faculty. He praised the qualities of the Turkish race and 
extolled the magnanimity of Attila.” Could paradox go 
farther! Emerson himself could not have surpassed it! 
Fourteen more priests have united with the new 
National Catholic Church of Mexico, which is a modi-' 
fied Catholic Church detached from Rome. The 
incidence leprosy is higher in equatorial Af- 
frica than in any other region in the world, thirteen 
in a thousand in French Equatorial Africa, twenty in 
a thousand in the Camerouns, and so on. It ig esti- 
mated that, in the whole of the Sudan, there are one 
hundred and fifty thousand suffering from this disease, 
The United Sudan Mission has: started .a little .dis- 
pensary in obedience to the command: “Cleanse the 
lepers.” It is at Vom, and-lepers thereabout may re- 
ceive the best modern medicine: 
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read in Daniel 10, to intercept the answer that_had gone 
forth from the first day that he had given himself to 
By Mrs. Frank Hamilton sper pee Here agein aes saint kept his 
. : : . ground, all unknowing the struggle in the heavenly 
Ta method of teaching the Bible book by. book in places that his cry for light had called up; all unknow- 
regular order has been successfully used in our ing that by the supplication that followed it he was 
school. Beginning with Genesis, all historical books holding the way open for the answer to reach him. 
are taught consecutively, with a few exceptions. The In the case of Joshua-the high priest (Zech. 3: 1-7), 
books of 2 Samuel _and*1 Chronicles are combined, on the other hand, there was conscious sin and defile- 
also Kings and 2 Chronicles, as the ground covered ment, possibly through compromise in his own family 


is practically the same. In teaching the Divided (see Ezra 10:18). Here in Zechariah’s vision, Joshua " 


Kingdom we have found it better to teach first the stood dumbly in God’s presence, the adversary stand- 
kingdom of Israel, as that was first carried into cap- jing to block his access back to restoration and cleans- 
tivity; then take up the kingdom of Judah, as given jing. Again, God himself im the person of the arigel 
in 2 Chronicles, The four Gospels are combined of the Lord, takes up the challenge for his servant, 
to give a chronological life of Christ. F even though erring and defiled, bringing back the tide 

Large portions of Scripture are taught in one les- of full salvation in one great wave till he stood 
son, illustrated with the blackboard and pictures. The sprinkled and renewed, and crowned afresh for his 
entire life of a character may form one lesson. The priestly office. 
story of the creation as far as the fall is given at So when we feel doubts surging up as to God’s 
one time. The fact of the three distinct kingdoms is - way with us being his best, when the cry that we knew 
emphasized, and that God created man in his own to be God-given brings no answer, when for shame of 
image; thus early is laid the foundation that enables failure we stand dumb before him, let us remember 
the scholars to see the error in Evolution. . ’ that we are up against the same powers as withstood 

The scarlet thread of atonement, beginning with God’s people of old-—let us “wrestle” through to 
the killing of animals to clothe Adam and Eve, is yictory! ~ 
traced book by book; thus’ linking up the Old Testa- 
ment with the New Testament. 

In teaching the various characters the principal 
characteristic of each one is brought out, as: Noah, 
obedience; Abraham, faith; Isaac, peace; Jacob, ear- 
nestness; Joseph, faithfulness. At the close of Genesis 
the class should be able to name the characters in 
order and give the main points of history. 

Exodus is a book full of interest, with many helpful 
lessons. It begins with a chosen people starting for 
a Promised Land; ends with the tabernacle erected. 
A picture or model of the tabernacle is essential. Here 
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The Victorious Life 























Philadelphia Winter Conference 


HE Twelfth Annual Victorious Life Conference in 

Philadelphia will be held January 16-19, in the Second 
United Presbyterian Church; Race St. above Fifteenth. 
is a wonderful opportunity for object teaching and + Garde do -e" J. rgd —~ 
symbolism; only one door to the tabernacle; a picture R hecid Phili prc ’ { th - A ~ meen Pr uncthe coe 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; the shewbread, a symbol of Ch nak B ‘eee, = “ S ae Bible y ne 
Christ, the Bread of Life. at the ‘iaumbar codiergiats ni, tot atiauts Waated 
nceettgus, spel of, worship. Here we, enter the and the Editor of The Sunday, School Times, Chare 
sons; the first one through the five offerings, and. the 2 —- Se? sr ill be for B rmen | people vy the 
second one to the end. The class should feel the at- People’ Anil is the Vi ~~ Lif < = See 
mosphere of the tabernacle, see the priests in their *°OPl¢S Auxiliary of the Victorious Life Lestimony, 
royal robes, and learn that we have a great High under the leadership of John W. Lane, Jr. The cor 
Priest, in the heavenlies, as described in Hebrews. A se 


DECEMBER 22, 1928 


‘ ference opens Wednesday evening at seven o'clock, and 


continues daily with afternoon and evening sessions, 
clesing with the eight o’clock meeting Saturday eve- 
ning. Programs and further information may be had 
upon application to the Victorious Life Testimony, 
oo Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
elphia, 


Winter and Spring Conferences 


An extended series of Victorious Life Conferences 
through the Middle-west, Northwest, Pacific Coast, 
and Southwest has been arranged for the Rev. L. L. 
Legters, Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, and Mr. Addison C. Raws, of America’s 
Keswick. Further information may be had by ad- 
dressing the persons named at the various places. The 
schedule follows: 

January 6-11, Galesburg, Hl.—Swedish Methodist Church, 
the Rev. A. BE. Hagberg. ~ 

January 13-18, Milwaukee, Wis.—Garfield Avenue Bap- 
tist Church, the Rev. Kamm. 

January 20-25, Minneapolis, Minn.—Oliver Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev. Dr. Talbot. 

January 27 to February 1, Bemidji, Minn.—(Mr. Legters 
alone), Oak Hills Fellowship, W. S. Cummings. 

January 27 to February 1, Langdon, N. D.—(Mr. Raws 
alone), First Presbyterian Church, the Rev. P. H. Hayley. 

February 3-8, Mt. Vernon, Wash.—First Baptist Church, 
the Rev. John M. Currie, 


February 10-15, Seattle, Wash.—West Side Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev C. J. Boppell; University Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev. H. S. Templeton, 

February 17-22, Hillsboro, Ore.—Hillsboro Baptist Church, 
the Rev. S. McMinis, 

March 3-8, Pasadena, Cal.—Lincoln Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev. Robert L, Evans. 

- March 10-15, Santa Ana, Cal.—Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, 

March 17-22, Long Beach, Cal.—Long Beach Bible Club. 

March 24-29, Ganado, N. M.—(Mr. Legters alone), Ganado 
Mission, the Rev. F. G. Mitchell. 

March 31 to April 5, Zuni, N. M.—(Mr. Legters alone), 
Zuni Mission, A. Vander Wagen. 

April 7, Mescalero, N. M.—(Mr. Legters alone), Reformed 
Church Mission, N. E. Overman. . 

March 31 to April 5, Elk City, Okla—(Mr. Raws alone), 
Elk City First M. E. Church, the Rev. A. S. Kattner. 





bunch of ribbons of the tabernacle colors is helpful ] = — 





in teaching this book. 

Numbers carries the great lesson, “Sin brings pun- 
ishment.” The various stories of the book illustrate 
this teaching over and over. At the close of the 
teaching of the book the class should be able to name 
the “sinners” in order, and give the various punish- 


Deuteronomy is taught in one lesson: “Beware, lest 
you forget!” Here one gathers up the five books in - 


Scribes of. Ezra’s Time 
The language of the Scriptures during the exile 
ments. By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., ied Zone. a Te Siccdes Seka tienes 








one, as it were; and Moses goes to be with God. 
The class should now be able to give the characters OFESSOR DOUGHERTY of Yale has re- 
of the five books in order, stating in which book they Pees done a remarkable piece of research work 
occur. For example, “I am thinking of a man coming contributing to the thesis that there were Aramaic 
down from a mountain with something in his hands— scribes in the Assyrian empire during the last one 
who is it?” “Name the books that tell of Moses. thousand years B. C., and especially in the last half of 
In teaching the book of Judges it is helpful to trace the millennium; and that these scribes wrote on parch- 
on a long, narrow piece of paper marks going up and ment or papyrus, especially papyrus, and presumably 
down like the walls of Troy; on the upper walls jin the Aramaic language. ‘This last idea is where 
print the names of the Judges and on the lower, the the uncertainty seems to lie, if at all. But certainly 
number of years of the oppressions, At a glance this jt is a reasonable presumption that Aramaic scribes 
gives the proportions of defeats and deliverances for jin the Assyrian kingdom would be chosen for their 

some four hundred years. Here again the charac- knowledge of Aramaic. rie : 
teristics of the people may be brought out. Deborah, The evidence that there were such scribes is quite 
courage; Gideon, humility; Abimelech, ambition; extensive and also quite technical, involving a knowl- 
Samson, strength. . " edge of the Assyrian language and the cuneiform 
These are just a few hints as to how this method method of writing fully to understand it, but the force 
of book study can be carried out. My Primary class, of the evidence is easily seen, for the scribes them- 
made up of children from seven to ten, will sit spell- selyes are pictured. Thus the conclusions are quite 
bound each week as the lesson is presented; and it is satisfactory. All this has been conjectured for a 
wonderful how much they retain! long time, but is now clearly set forth by the gather- 
Ventnor, N. J. ’ ing together of the evidence. Thus far Dr. Dougherty 
presents the matter wholly as an interesting phase of 

r philology.___ 
a = This discovery, for it now amounts to an important 
Moment Meditations 


discovery, seems to me to have other implications quite 
By i. Lilias Trotter 








as important as the philological interests. The ques- 
tion of the publication of the Scriptures in the time of 
~ Ezra and the giving of “the sense,” a “translation,” 
to the people is very suggestive of the Scriptures at 
that time in a language which was, to the Jews of 








The Air Prince 


: . exile, an unknown tongue. The form of the square 
E HAVE thee dws in. God's Word as tothe Ew i'which he Old Tevament fs writen de 
heavenly places. We will take them in their order. rived as’ it -is ey. se the ae oe, 
In: Job’s case, we see “the acctiser” throwing doubts 4 > i a See: Se 
on Job’s faithfulness, and asking leave to try him. . wen "p Dough Ph.D. ti at Diente 
One of the most touching of the Bible stories is the Peston ye + as et Sea Journal’ o so esapa 
chronicle of the struggles of this soul to hold on se = % Po 
okt ons, of peg mene unconscious that he was a + 3 
battlefield between Heaven and hell, and that God’s Purpose 
honor was at stake in the challenge that had been The of True and False Miracles 
thrown down in those high places all unknown to 6 eid pretended miracles were claimed by the 
him. : : - ancient heathen world is well known. It is often 
In Daniel’s case the wicked spirits that were among urged by unbelievers as evidence that all miracles are 
“the rulers of the darkness of this world” stood, so we but pretense. The megaphone-shaped speaking trum- 





Talestine, those who had remained there during the - 


pet at the back of the altar in an old temple at Corinth, 
and the speaking tube connected with the head of a 
Venus at Pompeii are manifest evidence of the fraud 
intended at those places. The persistence of the priests 
of Baal at Carmel was doubtless in the hope that, 
even there, some way would be found after a while to 
smuggle in fire.. Both Arian and Philostratus relate 
miraculous acts at Leuce of Achilles. Goats are said 
voluntarily to have come and presented themselves for 
the sacrifice. Doubtless the wonder was exploited 
just as is the fire at the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem. 
The authorities, when pressed there, have admitted 
that the fire was dropped down from the upper part 
of the church. They justify the pretense on the ground 
that ignorant people are helped by the fraud. 

In all these cases the final test is, as always, the 
manifest moral purpose in the wonder. Such is found 
in every true miracle. God does not do stunts to make 
the multitude gape! 

Jean Tolstoi, Royal Archivés;. 1927, pp. 201-206. 


bd 
Sun-Worship the World Over 


HE Maya civilization (Mexico and Central Amer-_ 
ica) still and ever continues to be the wonder of this 
Western world. Many have seen in it evidences of - 
European and of Egyptian influence. Particularly it 
has been argued that “the Children of the Sun” all 
over the world, or at least round the world, are im- 
mediately connected with Egyptian sun-worship whose 
devotees called themselves “children of the Sun.” The 
evidence of resemblance is very convincing, but evi- 
dence of historical. connection. is chiefly conspicuous 
for its absence. All the while one patent fact stares 
us in the face, that the sun shines and warms round 
the earth and so sun-worship is liable to arise inde- 
pendently anywhere. Even the seeming Christian 
symbolism is no evidence of Christian influence. The 
so-called Maltese cross is found in Palestine im 
Philistine pottery of the time ‘of the Judges, more 
than a thousand years before the cross of our Lord. 
J. Alden Mason, Museum Journal,: Uniyersity of Penn- 
sylvania, Dec., 27, Pp- 31§-380. 
Sr. Louts. 
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Lesson for January 6 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 6. OUR 
International Uniform Lesson:—Exodus 34: 4-7; Psalm 103: 1-5, 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; Matthew 6 : 24-34; John 3 : 3-6; 
4: 20-24; 8: 40-47; Romans 2: 2-11; 8: 14-17; 1 John 4: 7-16 

Golden Text.—Like as a father pitieth his children, so Jehovah pitieth them that fear him.— Psa. 103: 13 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Fereword ; 
The daisies they must perish, 
The lark and robin die; 
But I shall live forever 
Above the bright blue sky. 


Dear Father, Thou wilt’ help me 
To love Thee more and more, 
Until in Heaven I see Thee, 
Am like Thee and adore. 
—C. Newman Hall. 
Verse by Verse 


Matthew 6:24—No man can serve two masters. 
Man is a unity. The one who is not serving God is 
serving the Devil, and this although he may not know 
it or wish it. Mammon. This is probably derived 
from the same Hebrew root as that contained in our 
word “amen.” The verb means to trust, to confide in. 
So mammon means that in which we trust. When 
ised in distinction to God, as here, it comes to mean 
material things generally. In modern speech the word 
has become a synonym for. money since that iS a type 
and summary of all material good. 

Verse 25.—Therefore. The connection between the 
verses seems to be, “Since you are God’s slaves and 
not the Devil’s, you need have no anxiety about mate- 
rial things. God gave the life and the body. He will 
certainly give the lesser gifts of food and clothing.” 

Verse 26.—Behold. The aorist tense implies an 
instantaneous glance. It suggests that at that very 
moment flocks of birds were flying overhead. Mod- 
ern -travelers tell us of clouds of birds seen at that 
spot. It thus appears that the multitude of the birds 
is a leading thought in this comparison, just as the 
color .and brightness of the flowers is in the other. 
They-sow not. The comparison is an argument from 
the less to the greater. The birds do not exhibit the 
same- characteristics of forethought and directed co- 
ordinated effort that men do. Yet God cares for 
them. There is here no suggestion that it is wrong 
for a Christian to be thrifty and industrious. Such 
activity is part of the “Are not ye of much more 
value?” s ' 

Verse 27—The measure of his life. For stature 
in this sense compare Psalm 39:5. Note that the 
Lord says your heavenly Father,.not theirs. 

Verse 28.—Lilies of the field. Palestine is famous 
for the beauty and richness of bloom which character- 
ize it in springtime. It is scarcely necessary to spend 
time_ arguing just. which of the flowers it was to 
which our Lord referred. Consider. Not the con- 
trast to the behold of verse 26. Only a rapid glance 
was possible at the swheeling birds. But the flower 
could be plucked and studied with attention. 

Verse 29.—Was not arrayed. The verb is really in 
the middle or reflexive voice, not the passive. And 
this has special force. Solomon so clothed 
himself, yet his Creator here -leclares that his glory. 
was not equal to that of t} common wild flower. 
For in the one case Solomo.. was arrayed through 
his own efforts, while in the other the - flower is 
arrayed by God’s activity. Again there is a differ- 


ence in nature between the flower and the man. Man's’ 


clothing involves thought, work, production, anu all 
the machinery of the market. And in this as in the 
other comparison with the birds the Lord Jesus insists 
that man is greater than all other created things. Part 
of the reason for this greatness is that God has left 
man to do part of the work himself. For example, 
God made the grass. But man must select and plant 
and tend it in order that it may produce wheat for 
his food or cotton for his clothes. 
is. part of the divine blessing on the human race. “Not 
merely in spiritual things but in every department of 


; es life man is intended to be a worker together with 
xod. 


Verse 30.—To-morrow is cast into the oven. How 
prodigal God is. Consider the wealth of life forms 
or the lavish provision of seed in a single plant or 
animal where only one is required for processes of 
reproduction. The Lord Jesus is urging that we need 
not be afraid that God’s resources will run out. The 
oven was a vessel of baked clay, sunk in the ground. 
Grass is thrown into it and lighted. Cakes are made 
of meal, either oat or barley. They are patted in the 
cook’s hands until they are about the thickness of a 
pancake. This is then dexterously thrown into the 
oven so that it adheres to the side. As it bakes, the 
edges curl up and the cake would finally drop off 
into the fire unless it were carefully watched and 
removed at the right moment. 





his co-operation © 





i opic: Our 
Lesson Material; Matthew 6 : 24-34. 
Memory Verse: Like asa father pitieth his children, so Je- 
hovah pitieth them that fear him.—Psa. 103 : 13. 

Junior Topic: Our Honvesly Father. . 

Lesson Material: Psalm 203 : 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; 
Matthew 6 : 24-34; Johm 4: 20-24; Romans 2 : 2-11; 
8: 24373 x John 4: 7-36. 

Memory Verse: Psalm 103: 23. 

and Senior Topic : the Heavenly Father Means 


to Me. 
Topic tor Young People and Adults: The Fatherliood of God. 


Devotional Reading : John 3: 3-6; 4: 20-24. 
Primary weak dd a Father. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the Iesson helps is 
Matt. 6 : 24-34 

Matt. 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either 
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
mammon. 25 Therefore I say unto you, Be not anxious 


gf 


ith 


for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life 
more than the food, and the body than the raiment? 
26 Behold the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, 


add one cubit unto !the measure of his life? 28 And why 
are ye anxious concerning raiment? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they 
spin: 29 yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his 
glery was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God doth 
so clothe the grass of the field, which. to-day is, and to- 
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Be not therefore anxious, 
eaying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
erewithal shall we be clothed? 32 For after all these 

les seek; for your heavenly Father 
ye have need of all these things. 33 But 
his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all 
be added unto you. 34 Be not there- 

fore anxious for the morrow: for the morrow will be 
poses 3 for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil 


20r, his stature. - 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verse 32.—The Gentiles seek. No censure is implied 
in this statement. It simply describes what is a fact. 
The will to live is instinctive in men as in animals. 
And these things that are thus sought are necessary 
things; God recognizes them as necessary. Your 
Father knoweth that ye have need of them. 


Verse 33.—Seek ye first. Just because you are God’s 
children in a special -and more intimate sense these 
material things need not be first. And because they 
need not they ought not to be first. You have a soul 
as well as a body. soul’s needs are the more 
important just because the spiritual is more important 
than the material. But the recognition of this is 
faith. Righteousness here is not the forensic right- 
eousness of justification, but the spiritual purity in- 
culcated in this discourse. 

All. these things shall be.added. You put God first, 
and that attitude of heart places all the responsibility 
for life upon God’s shoulders. Note that the Lord 





Our Father 
By Amos R. Wells 


EHOVAH reigns in majesty sublime,. supreme 
in endless space, in boundless time; yet God 
the Father, borne on mighty wings, is still the 

kindly God of little things. The Lord of hosts is 
infinitely strong; thro all the universe his legions 
throng: yet God the Father mourns with grief di- 
vine o°:r any sinful thought or deed of mine. 
A t Creator of the shining world, how far his 
radfant galaxies are hurled! Yet God the Father 
heeds a sparrow’s fall, ahd nothing to his love is 
mean or small. The Lord omnipotent is endless 
wise, his law binds all the arches of the skies;. yet 
God the Father tenderly and mild leads the soft 
feet of every little child. The Judge of all the 
world is keen and stern, as coals of fire his righteous 
verdicts burn; yet God the Father, knowing how 
we live, is quick to mark our sorrow, and forgive. 
We glory in Jehovah’s matchless might, the luster 
of his wisdom’s perfect light; but all those awful 
splendors far above, we see the shining face of our 
Father's love! 





your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor. 








Jesus himself had. recently been illustrating in a very 
special way just what this attitude invelved (cf. 4: 4). 


Verse 34.—The evil. In the sense of trouble or sor- 
row. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. God’s right to us (v. 24) 
a. God’s care of us (vs. 25-32) 
3. Our response — obedience (v. 33) 
4. Our response —trust (v. 34) 
Golden Topics 


1. God is the Father by creation. Thus the gene- 
alogy of the Lord Jesus is traced back to Adam (Luke 
3:38) who was “the son of God.” Yet as a rule the 
term Father is reserved for that more intimate rela- 
tion between God and man which came about through 
the redemption wrought out by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In this deeper sense God is the Father only of those 
who have received his Son (John 1:12). It is neces- 
sary to be very clear in the teaching we give our young 
folks on this subject, for there is so much loose talk 
and loose thinking about this matter today. We may 
say that the Fatherhood of God is conditioned by the 
Saviourhood of Christ. Yet we must also be careful 
to emphasize the fact that that very Saviourhood re- 
sults from God’s love. It was because God so loved 
that the Lord Jesus came. E 


2. Fatherhood carries with it the ideas of similarity 
of nature, sympathy of mind, unity of being, protec- 
tion, and the like. A stream cannot rise higher than 
its source. Whatever of love and tenderness and un- 
derstanding and care there is in an earthly father, 
there must be more of such qualities in God. 


3. Moreover, for God to term himself our Father 
means that he has a father’s heart. If an earthly 
father craves for the responsive love and trust and 
obedience of his dearly loved child, that is a picture of 
how God feels toward us. - 


4. This lesson is an opportunity for us to lead- the 
pupils on from the known to the unknown. Normally 
every one knows what it is to have a father, And save 
in unhappy cases, the father is the object of love and 
trust and obedience and reverence. We may take these 
known elements in the pupil’s experience and from 
them seek to lead him on to get an idea of what God 
is. Our desire should be that our scholars should so 
get to know God that they may never have any 
knowledge of what it means to be a prodigal son. 
The far country and the swine husks are no ideal road 
to God. Many children in Christian families so grow 
up in the knowledge of God that they never know the 
moment of their conversion. That does not mean that 
there has not been such a moment. But it does mean 
that the prodigal son’s experience of sin is not a 
necessary preliminary to salvation. 


The Practical Aim 
To intreduce our pupils to God. 
Final Word 


Every joy or trial 
Falleth from above, 

Traced upon our dial 
By the Sun of Love. 


We may trust Him fully 
All for us to do; 
They who trust Him wholly 
Find Him wholly true. 
—Frances R. Havergal. 
Tunsrince WELLS, Ena. 


me 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The methed of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professos 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questione to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT is wrong in speaking of the “universal father- 
hood of God, and brotherhood of man”? r) 
2. What did Christ say regarding God as the father 
of men? 
3- How may we become the children of God? 
4. What is meant by saying that the word “father” 
is a correlative word? 


5.. What are some of the fatherly characteristics applied 
to God in the Scripture? 

6. What specifie characteristics of God’s fatherhood 
are revealed in the several Scripture passages given for 
this week’s study? (One major one for each.) 


“Tia 
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7. Where is: God’s- fatherhood revealed: in Scripture? 


8. Where is God first: alluded to as Father, in Scrip- 
ture? 


9. What book of the Bible makes most frequent use 
of the title of Father for God? 

10. Where is the last use of this name, in the Bible? 

11. What is the clearest evidence of God's abhorrence 
of sin? 

12. What is the clearest evidence that God the heavenly 
Father is willing to supply every possible need of the 
human heart? 

13. How can we best know God the Father? 


14. What clause in our prayers carries with it a claim 
that God cannot deny ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


7 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





- 

THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERALIZATION.—Lead the 
pupil to discover the general truth illustrated by 
individual cases. 











fH Scripture does not content itself with the 
assertion that God is a Father, but by repeated 
indications of the father characteristics supports the 
assertion until we are led to cumulate these statements 
into one grand generalization. It is true that we may 
generalize too broadly if we do not take into account 
all phases of the Scriptural description, This is what 
is often done in the use of the phrase, “The Father- 
hood of God.” sas 

The word “father” is a correlative word — it implies 
the existence of another, the child. To be a true father 
one must have a vital relation to another who is his 
child, and also have those characteristics that are 
fatherly. Pity, tenderness, love, and provision for the 
temporal wants of the child are among the fatherly 
‘characteristics that are set forth concerning — the 
heavenly Father. But while it seems clear that it is 
not of his will that any should be deprived of this 
blessing, it seems equally clear, taking the Scripture 
as it is, that not all are sons of God. In the Scriptures 
suggested for the lesson this,is made clear in three 
ways. First, Jesus indicated that it was necessary for 
men to be born anew. Second, it is indicated that 
those who are sons of-God are those who are led by 
the Spirit of God, and who manifest the spirit of 
God by the love which they have. Third, there 
were those who were mistaken as to their rela- 
tion to God. Because they were children of Abra- 
ham according to the flesh they counted themselves 
children of God. Yet He who was the only begotten 
Son of God called them spiritually children of the 
Devil. Whether the Creator of men shall. become to 
them Judge or Father depends upon their attitude 
toward sin and toward Him who was sent to become 
the propitiation for our sins. “As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name: which 
were bern, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of Gad.” 


HuNTINGDON, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sure Thing.—Behold the birds . . . your 

. heavenly Father feedeth them (v. 26). One of the 
amazing things to those who are able to see.and know 
about it is how wonderfully our heavenly Father 
“feeds” those he can claim as his own “birds.” Re- 
member we become his children only through Jesus 
Christ (Rom. 8: 14-17; John 1:12, 13).- It so hap- 
pens that for many years I have had a mission Sun- 
day-school at a Coatesville suburb called Rock Run. 
All the older p, Rien know it. Houses up there 
rent for six dollars a month. If every house would 
hang out its national flag you might think the League 
of Nations was meeting in town— we also have all 
colors. When one of these families ties up with our 
Sunday-school the “bread and butter” is not only sure 
and plentiful but there also cometh “pie and cake,” if 


you catch what I mean. That is to say, the families . 


all prosper. Indeed, it so happens that our success 
at Rock Run is our undoing... God.takes such good 
care of the “birds” that they take wing and fly away. 
They buy a nest —note you, buy —downtown. This 
leaves a big hole in our little school, for families are 


large in Rock Run. As I write here on. the -Pennsy - 


I:am passing one of the most beautiful estates on the 
Main Line. The owner was -the head- of - one -of 
America’s greatest corporations. .. That man’s father 
was a laborer at a dollar a day, years:ago. ~-He knew 
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God.and God knew. him. This millionaire.is an officer 
in his church, a great giver to all good things. The 
swivel chair philosopher would have called his father’s 
family “poor folks,” but no family is poor with a 
multimillionaire in it, either actual or potential. ‘There 
is no surer thing in this world than a right~.relation 
to Heaven. 


Our Need.—Your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things (v. 32). “If he 
knows I need them, why does he not supply them?” 
perhaps some fellow may ask. Please note the text 
says, “Your heavenly Father.” Your trouble is he 
is not your heavenly Father. You never go near him, 
—now, do you? You never consult him. You never 
have a good word for him. Your only use for him is 
as a swear word. There is not to be found the first 
sonlike thing in you. You have never once crawled 
into his lap and put your arms lovingly and trustingly 
around his neck, so to speak. Yes, indeed, what is 
there the least bit son-ny about you! Oh, yes, you be- 
long to church, and probably go when weather and whim 
suit you. In all your affairs your heavenly Father, 
if thought of at all, is last and not first. When you 
kneel in prayer you could do as a fellow I heard of 
who hung a copy of the Lord’s Prayer on the wall 
and said, “Them’s my sentiments,” then tumbled into 
bed. (See 1 John 3:22; 1 John 5:14, 15.) If you 
are a son of you do not have to make a list 
of things you want like the youngster before Christ- 
mas who asks Old Chris for a “B B gun” (to shoot 
himself or some other youngster, not to speak of win- 
dows), “a knife” (to cut his fingers), “a bicycle” (to 
break his neck), “a tool chest” (to destroy the furni- 
ture), “a horn” (to wake the dead!), “a real steam 
engine” (to blow himself up), and all the rest of the 
things advertised in the newspapers. God knows your 
need, and in the proper way will supply that need, and 
you need not worry about it. You'll get no harmful 
Christmas “truck.” Your need may be something of 
which you have never dreamed. It may be a little 
training and discipline for some big job he has for 
you when you are prepared. When Lincoln was in 
process in God’s hands neither he nor any earth-one 
dreamed he was for the Great Place. The same was 
true of Henry W. Grady. The same was true of 
Col. Charles A. Lindbergh, “the Columbus of the Air,” 
and many others of our biggest and best. See Philip- 
pians 4: 19. 


Anti-Worry.—Be not therefore anxious. ... Suf- 
ficient unto the day is the evil thereof (v. 34). The 
Corner wishes those of its friends who take it to task 
for its colloquialisms, not to say slang, please to note 
who it is that says; “Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.”. The Master spent his life with men 








_ Lesson ‘Calendar 


The coniplete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

1, January 6.—Our Heavenly Father, Exodus 34 : 4-7; 
Psalm 103 : 1-5; 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; Matthew 6 : 
24-34; John 3: 3-6; 4: 20-24; 8: 40-47; Romans 2: 

a 2-11; 8:14-17; 1 John 4:7-16 

2. January 13.—Sin. Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6: 5-8; Mark 7 : 14- 

23; Romans 1 : 18-32; 3: 10-18; 1 John 1:5 to 2:6 

3. January 20.—Christ the Saviour. Luke 2:11, 30-323 
1§:3-7; John 3: 14-17; 10:9-11, 14-16, 27, 28; 

Acts 3: 1-18; Romans § : 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 
2 Timothy 1:9, 10 

4. January 27.—The Holy Spirit. Joel 2: 28, 29; Luke 
11: 9-13; John 3 : 5-8; 14: 16, 17, 26; 15 : 26, 27; 16: 

7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8: 1-17, 26, 27; 
1 Corinthians 12: 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 
14-21; 40: 1-6, 30 

§ February 3.—The Holy Scriptures. Deuteronomy 
6: 4-9; Joshua 1 : 8, 9; 2 Kings 22 : 8-20; Nehemiah 
8:1-8; Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24 : 25-32; Acts 17: 

1ag32; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-1 

6. February 10.—.epentance and Fath, Isaiah 1: 3 , 

20; Ezekiel 18 : 20-23; 27-32; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 


321-143 1§ : 11-24; Acts 2: 32-39; Hebrews 11 : 1-10 


7. February 17.—Prayer. Genesis 18 : 23-33; Exodus 
32:31, 32; Nehemiah 1: 4-11; Daniel 6:10; Mat- 
thew 6:5-15; Luke 181-14;: John 17: 1-26; 1 


Thessalonians 5:17; 1 John 5:24, 3§ 


8. February 24.—Christian Growth. John 1 : 40-42; 
Matthew 16 : 15-18; John 21 : 15-19; Luke 2: 40, 52; 
Ephesians 4 : 11-16; Philippians 1 :6, 9-11;. 3 $12- 


16; Colossians 1 : 9-11; Hebrews 6: 3-3° 


9 March 3.—The Christian Church. Matthew 16: 13- 

: 20; Mark 4: 26-32; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians 1: 
15-23; 2: 13-22; 434-4, 11-16; SS 2i-ses  ~ 

$ saF 1 Timothy 3:18 

10. March 10.—Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. Mat- 
thew 3 : 13-17; 28:19, 20;. Acts 2: 38, 41; Romans 


11. March 17,—The. Christian Sabbath. Genesis 2:2, 3; 
Exodus 20 : 8-11; Matthew 12: 1-14; 28: 1-10; John 
20:19; Acts 20:7; Romans 14: 4-6; Revelation 1 : 10 

12. March 24.—Stewardship and Missions. Genesis 12: 

1-3; Deuteronomy 8 : 17, 18; Junah 3 : 1-10; Malachi 
3:7-12; Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 1 :6-8; 13: 1-3; 
26 : 12-20; Romans 1 : 14-16; 1 Corinthians 16: 2; 

a Corinthians 8 : 1-15; 9: 8-35 

13. March 31.—The Future Life. (Easter Lesson.) Mat- 
thew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12:26, 27; Luke 24 : 1-12; 

¢ - John 14: 1-6; 1 Corinthians 15 : 3-20, 50-58; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22: 1-5 
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' 
and. used the vocabulary of. the common people, even 
as you and I. What does the text mean? If you 
have not already been told let’s ask good old Mat- 
thew Henry, “late minister of the Gospel,” as my 
five-volume edition of 1827 has it. (And, by the way, 
old Matthew still remains the best commentator on 
my shelves.) “The meaning is, let us mind present 
duty and leave events to God. Do the work of the day in 
its day and then let tomorrow bring its work along with 
iat.” “This present day has trouble enough attending 
it; we need not accumulate burdens by anticipating 
our trouble.” The italics are Dr. Henry’s. Disciples 
should not be their own tormentors. Don’t pull upon 
ourselves all at once what Providence has wisely 
ordered to be borne by parcels. Now if you don’t 
know what this text means don’t blame us! Here’s 
one from far-away India: “Your wife seems to be 
a thoroughly up-to-date woman,” said the man’s 
friend. “Up-to-date!” cried the man. “She is not 
Satisfied with being that, she borrows trouble for 
two or three years ahead.” The Old Book we study 
solves all problems if folks will only listen to the 
Spirit who speaks through it. See Galatians 1:8 and 
Revelation 22: 18, 19. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one- dollar -is- paid -for each ‘illustration - 
accepted, and two-dollars forthe best one each week. 
But readers are urged not. to:send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet og ond the 
conditions of this department. . The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. é 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
—— desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


When Silence Startles.—Bless Jehovah, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits (Psa, 103: 2). 
Surprising falls the instantaneous calm, 
The sudden silence in my chamber small — 


I, starting, lift my head in half alarm, 
The clock has stopped — that’s all! 


The clock has stopped! -Yet why have-I so found 
An instant feeling, almost like dismay? 

-Why note its silence sooner than its sound? 
The clock has ticked all day! 


And so the blessings Heaven daily grants 
Are, in their very commonness, forgot — 
We little heed what answereth our wants 
Until it answers not. 73 3 
—From Record of Christian Work, Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


No Hope for Satan.—As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from 
us, (Psa. 103:12). A man said to an old Christian 
woman: “Does the Devil ever trouble you about 
your past sins?” - She said, “Yes.” “What do you do 
then?” “Oh, I just send him to the east.” “Does he 
come back after that?” “Aye.” “And what do you 
do then?” “I just send him away to the west.” “And 
when he comes back from the west what do you do?” 
“Man, I, just keep him going between the east and 
the west.” “As far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”— 
From The King’s Business.. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Warsaw, N. Y. 


His Unconcern.—Be not therefore anxious, ... for 
your heavenly Father knoweth (Matt. 6: 31, -32). The 
man sitting beside the stove in the little telegraph 
office dropped his newspaper as the person who had 
just handed in a message. departed... “That’s one of 
them little places way up: Northwest, isn’t it?” he 
asked. When the operator had assented, he continued: 
“Well; according to the papers, they’ve been having 
a terrible snowstorm up there lately—roads ll 
blocked and everything. More than likely the mes- 
sage will never reach the man it’s intended for after 


' you’ve sent it.” The operator looked up impatiently. 


“I’m not running both ends of the line,” he said. ‘I’m 
only responsible for this one. Probably there’s some 
one at the other end who understands his business 
without my trying to carry his worries for him.” 
How many of our worries come from our ‘trying to 
take care of “both ends of the line” —our own and 


. God’s!—Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 
6: 1-14; 1: Corinthians 11 2 23-29 


So Long Unacquainted.—Y our heavenly Father (v. 
32). A little girl, the child of a. well-known French 
painter, lost her. sight in infancy, and her . blindness 


i Was supposed to be incurable. -A famous. oculist in 
: Paris, -however,. performed an operation. on: her. eyes 
' and restored-her. sight. --Her. mother had. long been 
: dead, and her. father.had been her only - friend: and . 
: companion.- |-‘When she was. told. that her-.blindness 


could be: cured, -her;.one thought was that. she. could 


: see him;-and. when the cure. was. complete: and. the : 
:; bandages were removed, she ran to him and, trembling, 
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Lesson for January 6 


pored over his features, shutting her eyes 
now and then, and passing her fingers 
over his face, as if to make sure it was 
he. The father had a noble head and 
presence, and his every motion .was 
watched by his daughter with the keenest 
delight. For the first time his constant 
tenderness and care seemed real to her. 
lf he caressed her, or even looked upon 
her kindly, it brought tears to her eyes. 
“To think,” she cried, “that I had this 
father so many years and never knew 
him!” How many of us are like the lit- 
tle blind girl?. Our heavenly Father is 
so near in Jesus Christ, but our eyes are 
holden.”—Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. Prize illustration. 


A Typical Worry.—Stfficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof (v.34). An amus- 
ing story is related by a‘teacher. “It is 
our custom,” she says, “to have a lecture 
every Friday afternoon. One day the lec- 
turer was a geologist, and he chose as his 
subject Niagara Falls. Among other 


things he said that the Falls were slowly |. 


wearing back toward Buffalo, and that 
in the course of two hundred thousand 
years they would be worn back to Erie, 
Pa. Suddenly one of the girls began to 
sob convulsively. - ‘What is the matter?’ 
I asked in alarm. ‘Oh,’ she wailed, ‘my 
sister lives. in Erie.’”—From The Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by M. Taylor, Winnt- 
peg, Can. 


How Long Must She Suffer?—Siffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof. (v. 
34). A certain lady met with a serious 
accident; ‘which necessitated a painful 
surgical operation, and many months of 
confinement in bed. When the physician 
had finished his work and was taking his 
leave, the patient asked: “Doctor, how 
tong shall I have to lie here helpless?” 
“Oh, only one day at a time,” was the 
cheery answer. And the poor sufferer 
was not only comforted for the moment, 
but many times during the succeeding 
weary weeks did the thought, “Only one 
day at a time,” come back with its quiet- 


ing influence—From the Free Church- | 


man. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


Never Forgets Who He Is.— Like as a 
father (Golden Text). A visitor was 
once watching a group of slaves slouch- 
ing and shuffling off to their work. One 
tall, broad-shouldered fellow strode on, 
head erect and with a gait of a man. 
“How’s that?” the visitor asked. “Oh, 
he’s the son of an African king,” was the 
reply. “He never forgets that.” Alas, 
we too often forget, amid the drudgeries 
of earth, that we are sons and daughters 
of the King of kings, and in training for 
thrones in his Empire—From the Chris- 
tian’ Herald. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 

b 4 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“F ather of Love, Our Guide and Friend.” 
“At the Cross.” 

“*T is So Sweet to Trust in Jesus.” 

“H allelujah! ’Tis Done.” 

“E ver Present Saviour.” 

“R evive Us Again.” 


(Titles listed below, and mumbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“What Manner of Love” (207 : 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 13-18; x John 3 : 1. 
“His Atms of Loye” (57 :1, 2). 
: *Psalm 27:7-11, 13, 14 
“With Childlike Trust” (266:1-3). - 
‘ ‘ alm 131 : 1-3. 
“The Shadow of Thy Wings” (132: 1-3). 
: Psalm 63 :.3-11. 
vé 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before thie Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the coming of another 
year. We would make it a year of deeper 
devotion to thy service, of freedom from 
anxiety, of victory- over whatever would in- 
terfere with fellowship with thee and with 
service in thy name. May we trust thee in 
all things,—in every hour of need, in work 
and’ in resting times, in the problems of 
school and ‘home :nd business. May we 
live the unanxioi:s. life, because thou know- 
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est our every need, and we are in thy keep- 
ing. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What a year this 
will be if we only put our trust in — self? 
No? In our money? What, not even 
that? Well, then, in good friends? Ah, 
yes, good friends are a wonderful bless- 
ing ;. but even they cannot meet all our 
need for guidance and supplies of every 
kind. You know well enough whom to 
trust fully, freely, without anxiety. Yes, 
the heavenly Father. He not only knows 
your needs, but it is he who knows how 
to meet them. Do you trust him? Mr. 
, will you please read for us Mat- 
thew 6:27 to 34? Let us listen very 
quietly. And now I want you to learn 
this little verse on the blackboard, _by 
Elizabeth Cheney. Let us repeat it twice, 
all together. Let us pray. 








OVERHEARD IN AN ORCHARD 


Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 
“I should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 

Rush about and worry so.” 


“Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 6: 24-34 and John 1: 

11-13. What a lovely New Year 
lesson! It is so important for children 
to have the right thought of God, and 
it is equally necessary for them to know 
how -the great and wonderful God be- 
comes their heavenly Father. Tell the 
| class that although all children born in 
the world are sinners, still God loves 
them, and that is the reason he sent his 
Son to be their Saviour and to show them 
the way home to their Father’s heart. 
Repeat John 1: 12, and have the class re- 
peat it with you, explaining it by showing 
that to receive the Lord Jesus is the only 
way anyone can have his sins forgiven 
and have God for his heavenly Father. 
’ After showing the way to become chil- 
dreri of God, take the beautiful passage 
from Matthew 6: 24-34, and help the 
class to see what the Lord Jesus says our 
heavenly Father is like. Verse 24 shows 
the necessity of making a decision, and 
very young children can choose to be 


saved —can receive Jesus—and know- 
ingly become the children of God. 

Tell the class that the heavenly 
Father’s love is just as real and under- 
standing as the love of the very kindest 
and best earthly father. 


sadder still, one whose father is not even 
a faint picture of the heavenly Father. 


stand the language of real love. 

God wants his true children to be care- 
free and happy just because they have a 
Father in Heaven who gives them life, 
loves them, and understands all their 
needs. Talk with the children about 
God’s love and care for the birds, letting 
them tell you what they know of the 
habits of birds. Tell how God teaches the 
ones that cannot stand cold, snowy 
weather to fly away to warm, sunny 
countries where the snow never comes, 
and how he causes the beautiful little 
feather coats of others to grow thick and 
warm enough to keep out the cold. None 
of the birds have to build barns in which 
to keep their food, for ~God’s fields, 
meadows, and forests are the homes of 
thousands of little wild creatures that 
God has made, and that he loves and 
provides for. Yet a little child who can 
think and love and worship is worth much 
more in the sight of the heavenly Father 
than many of the dear little birds. And, 
of course, he will give food to all his 
children who trust him for it. - 

In the country where the Saviour 
lived we are told there are many beau- 
tiful wild flowers. These he called “the 
lilies of the field,” and said that God 
gave them their beautiful dresses, al- 
though they are so soon to fade. And 
will he not clothe his little children? Of 
course he will. 

To some little children God has given 
thoughtful, loving parents to care for 
them, and others are provided for by 
kind, loving friends in orphan homes, but 
back of all these is the loving heart of 
the Father in Heaven who longs to be 
known and trusted by every lonely, hun- 
gry child in the world. 

The Lord Jesus tells us to seek first 
God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and 
then we may be very sure that the Great 
King, our heavenly Father, will give his 
true children all they need. Repeat to- 
gether the Memory Verse: “Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so Jehovah 
pitieth them that fear him.” 

Sing “The Child of a King.” 





Curnton, S. C. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: My uncle. 

Discussion: How does God the heavenly ~ 
Father show us himself in the person 
and character of Jesus Christ? 

Objective: Trusting and obeying God 
the Father. 











A ged fellows, I stood in awe of my 
uncle. He was old and serious- 
minded, and I thought he was grouchy. I 
couldn’t appreciate his rheumatism. I 
saw him pick up a stick in the yard one 
day and throw it at a chicken. His aim 
was good, and the blow killed the 
chicken. I thought, What if he should 
get angry with me! My aunt was lovely 
and sweet to me, and I used to spend 
days and nights in their home. On the 
ledge of the mantel in the dining room 
lay an old pocket knife —one my uncle 
had discarded. It was there a long time. 
I would see it every time I stayed there. 
I wanted that pocket knife with all the 
longing a boy can have for such a thing; 
but I would not have asked for it — never. 
It might irritate my uncle. I wouldn’t 
even let my aunt know that I wanted 
it; she might tell him. One day when I 
thought no one was near, I stood look- 
ing at the knife, and longing. I started 
just to reach out my hand and feel it; 
that was all —I had no thought of taking 
it. At that moment a hand was laid 
on my shoulder. It was my uncle. He 
was walking around in his carpet slippers, 
and his step was so noiseless that I had 
not heard him come up behind me. I 
jumped as if he had shot me. And as 
I looked up in his face there was a kind 
smile on it. “Did you want that knife, 
son?” he asked ever so gently; and then 
he took it off the ledge and handed it to 
me, saying, “Why didn’t you ask me for 
it? I would have been glad to give it 
to you.” I took the knife, but I was too 
weak to reply. Afterward I rallied and 
thanked hint. My opinion of my uncle 
was changed completely by that incident; 
I saw he had a kind and loving heart, and 
that he understood me and cared for my 
wants. Our relationship was very. very 
comfortable after that. 

Fellows, the incident helps me to say 
to you what I have in mind about the 
heavenly Father. I tried to say it last 
week in the Christmas lesson, but it can 
never be fully said, and we teachers feel 
very keenly how utterly inadequate our 
powers are to tell how wonderful God our 
heavenly Father is. But know this: the 
heavenly Father loves you with an ever- 
lasting love. He loves you better than 
you love yourself —and far more wisely. 
He knows your needs better. than you 
know them, and he has the power to 
supply them. But he wants you to ask 
for the supply, and he wants you to look 
up in his face and trust him. 

Some people -—even some church peo- 
ple—look upon God as a_ suspicious 
stranger; at least they act as if they 
regarded him that way. They invite 
him to help when they are in deep trouble, 
but when things are going well they 


| would rather he would keep hands Off. 
| They are unwilling that he should have 


| but do not say you cannot trust me. 
' would be the worst of all. 


complete control in all the departments 
of life. That is not trusting God. It is 
distrusting him. It is an awful thing to 
distrust God. Say anything about me, 
That 
How must 


| God the Father feel when his own child 
‘is unwilling to trust him fully?- ; 





There is another important thing ‘to 
remember about the heavenly Father, 
his holiness and justice. Some ‘people 
stumble on that. They say God is harsh 
and relentless in his justice and in his 


i penalties for sin. True, God is so “hdly 


that he cannot brook sin in the slightest 
form, and his penalty for any sin is death. 
But look: at the same time he imposed 
the penalty he also in his great love for 
sinning man provided a way for him to 
escape the-penalty, by giving his only 
Son, Jesus, to die, that atonement for 
all might be made. How simple! The 


sinner repents of his sin, and looks to 








776 * 


Jesus, accepts him as Saviour, and God 
the heavenly Father’s justice is satisfied. 
Don’t you think we can trust a heavenly 
Father like that, fellows, for anything 
and to any limit? “He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8: 32.) 

And what is the best evidence of your 
trust in God the heavenly Father? Why, 
fellows, it is obedience. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

1. Earth’s highest ideal of “father.” 

2. Jesus’ revelation of “Our Father.” 
EW HAT the heavenly Father means 
] to me?” Each girl of yours will 
answet such a question differently, be- 
cause each girl has a different mental 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
._ Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
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image for that great word “father.” The 
popular “Dad” or “Daddy” of today has 
almost buried its greater aspects under 
its lighter ones. The grown-up chum, 
the good fairy who somehow makes one’s 
wishes come true, and who only occa- 
sionally asserts any authority of superior 
wisdom, the sort of glorified “big 
brother” — will you not catch echoes of 
these ideas if you question your girls? 
Try it, and discover what foundation- 
ideas you have to build on in opening to 
them what the Bible reveals as to the 
heavenly Father. Most of their ideals 
will fall short of those in the mind of 
a little blind girl, who “saw” these things 
in her earthly parents that told her what 
God must be like: 


I know what mother’s face 
Though it I cannot see: 
It’s like the music of a bell, 
It's like the way the roses smell, 
It’s like the stories fairies tell — 

It’s all of these to me. 


is like, 


I know what father’s face is like, 
I'm sure I know it all: 

It’s like his whistle in the air, 

It’s like his step upon the stair, 

It’s like his arms that take such care, 
And never let me fall. 


And so I know what God is like, 
The God whom.no one sees: 
He’s everything my mother :neans, 
He’s everything my father seems, 
He’s like my very sweetest dreams — 
But greater than all these. 


After you have brought out the best in 
their earthly images of what fatherhood 
must really mean, open up to them the 
marvelous riches of the Scriptures on 
the depths and heights, the lengths and 
breadths of the meaning of “Father” as 
Jesus applied that title to God. You can 
only begin to open this great theme in 
the time and opportunity of one lesson 
—as a mere glance into your concordance 
under this heading will show you. But 
if you can enrich the minds of your girls 
and arouse their interest for further at- 
tention to such a study, what returns will 
be theirs —and yours! 

First, remind them that, though Jesus 
emphasized the Fatherhood of God, re- 
vealing to men hitherto hidden teachings 
on this truth, yet it must be true that his 
own ideal of “the heavenly Father” must 
have been acquired (humanly speaking) 
through the Old Testament Scriptures. 
Moses, its earliest historical writer, 
speaks of God to the Israelites as “thy 
God [who] bare thee, as a man doth bear 
his son” (Deut. 1:31), and again, “Do 
ye thus requite Jehovah? ... Is not he 
thy father that hath bought thee?” (Deut. 
32:6.) David so spoke of God (Psa. 
103), and Isaiah, most beautifully (Isa. 
63:16). Of course, we note the revela- 
.tion of the character of God as a true 
Father constantly throughout the Old 
Testament where the specific word may 
not be used. Certain it is Jesus had so 
come to believe before he entered upon 
his public ministry, under the complete 
infilling of the Holy Spirit. (Note early 
use of this name, by him, in John’s fourth 
chapter. ) 

But if time will permit no more, at 
least turn to John’s Gospel, where the 
pages are sprinkled thick with this beau- 
tiful name, from the lips of Jesus. From 
the first chapter through the seventeenth, 
Jesus was constantly speaking of and to 
“the Father.” None can reveal him to 
us as has the Son hitnself, for in him we 
see the “very image” of the Father (2 
Cor. 4:4; Heb. 1:3). 


Home Study 
Read rapidly through John’s Gospel, 
marking every use, by Jesus, of the word 
Father, as relating to Nothing 
else will so reveal him to you. 
Decatur, GA: 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 30) 


1. The lessons of the Quarter begin with 
Paul's mission in Ephesus, which lasted three 
years. While here he wrote 1 Corinthians. 
He next visitéd the churches in Macedonia. 
While in Philippi, he wrote 2 Corinthians. 
He ther’ went to Corinth, and while there, 
ht wrote the Epistle to the Romans. Leav- 








ing Corinth, he went through Macedonia, 








and as he went on to Jerusalem he stopped 
at Miletus, and had a talk with the Ephesian 
elders. At Jerusalem he bore witness for 
his Saviour to his countrymen for the last 
time. At Czsarea he witnessed to Agrippa. 
He healed the sick on the Island of Melita. 
At Rome he told the Good News to all 
who came to him, and wrote some wonderful 
letters. 

2. Christmas, Thanksgiving, Armistice 
Day, World’s Temperance Sunday. 


3. Ephesus, Jerusalem, Cesarea, Rome. 

4. Six. 

5. Paul’s letters, with their illumination 
of the meaning of the life, death, and resur- 
rection of Christ, are still vastly active in 
all Christian thinking today. 

6. Paul founded the churches at Antioch 
(in Pisidia), Iconium, Ephesus, Philippi, 
Corinth, Colosse, Thessalonica, and (pre- 
sumably) at Berea, Crete, Malta, besides 
strengthening greatly by his preaching, let- 
ters, or visits the churches at Antioch in 
Syria and Rome. 


7. His insistence upon the fact of the 
resurrection as the central fact in our faith 
and the assurance gained therefrom might 
stand equal with his teaching of justification 
by faith, and his breaking down of the “mid- 
dle wall of partition” between the Jewish 
and Gentile believers of his day, thus for- 
ever freeing the new church from the bonds 
of Judaism — what can stand ahead cf these 
three great teachings of his in far-reaching 
consequences ? 


8. Apparently Paul placed first that meet- 
ing with Jesus (after his ascension), on the 
Damascus road, among all the influential 
events in his life —in other terms, the hour 
of his conversion. 


9. He was surely the world-Christian of 
his own generation, more widely traveled, 
known, and loved, internationally and inter- 
racially interested, at home in nearly every 
important city of his world, speaking the 
languages, sympathetic -with the viewpoints 
of all sorts of conditions of men. And 
there is still no other follower of our 
Christ so world-wide in his influence and 
appeal, so “at home” with all kinds of men 
everywhere. : 


10. Love, grace, truth, faith, peace, hope, 
and power in the Lord. 


11. He was strongest when he was weak- 
est, because God’s strength was made per- 
fect in his weakness (2 Cor. 12: 9). 

12. Surrender that weakness to Christ. 


13. The excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:8). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 13. 
13 2 1-17. 

January 20. Seeing the Good in Men Every- 
where. John 1 : 45-51. 

January 27. How Can We Serve the World 
Through Our Church? Acts 13: 1-3. (De- 
nominational Day. Beginning Christian 
Endeavor Week.) 

February 3. The Challenge of Christ to the 
Youth of the World. Matt. 10: 16-42. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 


Loving as Jesus Loved. John 





Sunday, January 6 


Forces That Are Making the World 
Better (Matt. 13 : 1-9) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—The Gospel (Matt. 28 : 18-20). 
Tues.—The Church (# Tim. 3: 15, 16). 
Wed.—Individuals (John 1 : 6-8). 
Thurs.—The state (Rom. 13 : 1-4). 
Fri.—The law (1 Tim. 1 :8, 9). 
Sat.—The pen (John 20: 30, 31). 








Do statesmen help to make the world 
better? 

How does the church help the world? 

What is the most powerful helpful force? 


COLORED man once came to a 

watchmaker bringing him the hands 
of a clock. “I want yer to fix up dese 
hat’s. Dey jes’ doan’ keep no mo’ kerrec’ 
time for mo’ den six monfs.” “Where 
is the clock?” asked the watchmaker. 
“Out at de house on Injun Creek.” “But 
I must have the clock.” “Didn’t I tell 
yer dar’s nuffin’ de matter wid de clock 
’ceptin’ de han’s? And I done brought 
’em to you. You jes’ want the clock so 
you can tinker wid it an’ charge me a 





big price. Gimme back dem han’s.” With 
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this he went out to find a more reason- 
able watchmaker. 


There are countless plans and schemes 
being advanced today for world better- 
ment. Some of them are good enough, as 
far as they go, but the great difficulty is 
that they do not go far enough. It is 
true enough that there is much that needs 
regulating and correcting about the 
“hands” of human clocks, but God, who 
designed them and set them running, is 
saying to men that he cannot regulate 
the hands unless he has the heart. 

‘Here it is that men and women balk. 
Many are willing enough to have their 
lives cleaned up and made respectable 
on the outside; Many -are satisfied 
to go along..with and _ lend © sup- 
port to a movement that seeks to 
bring about” Better living conditions, 
freedom from open vice and lawlessness, 
and the like. Yet they hold back when 
it comes to dealing with the heart of the 
whole matter, man’s personal relationship 
to God, and salvation and cleansing 
through the blood of the “ord Jesus 
Christ. 

9 


Such an attitude is not surprising 
among those who do not know Christ 
as their Saviour. But is it not a tragedy 
when those who profess to know him and 
serve him devote all their time to the 
carrying out of plans that, at the best, 


can only touch the surface of the world’s: 


need, and neglect the very thing that 
God’s Word shows us alone can touch 
and change man’s heart. 


As we read our Scripture lesson in 
the light of the verses that follow it 
(Matt. 13: 18-23), it is clear that the 
different kinds of ground represent hu- 
man hearts. What was it that bore fruit 
in the hearts of some? It was the seed 
or the Word of Gad sown by the faithful 
Sower. True, some hearts were so hard 
that the seed could not enter. Others were 
so shallow that the seed could not endure. 
Still others were so choked with other 
things that the Word was crowded out. 
But the only real change that came into 
any of the hearts was brought about by 
the Word. Where it was permitted to 
enter and live and grow, harvest resulted. 

% 

Can we not see the same picture as we 
look back through the pages of history? 
All that has been accomplished in this 


old world that is lasting and worth while, 


that has lifted men’s hearts to God, has 
come through the faithful sowing of the 
Word. It began“with the direct giving 
of God’s Word to his chosen people 
through the patriarchs and prophets. It 
was continued by the Lord Jesus him- 
self, the Living Word. We see it in the 
mighty impact of the persecuted, yet ever 
faithful, early Church. 

We find it breaking forth again in the 
Reformation, after the Word had been 
bound and chained for years, and again 
we see it working through the Hugue- 
nots and Pilgrim Fathers and still later 
in the Wesleyan movement. Then we 
come to the great missionary century 
that carried the Word to thousands who 
had never heard ‘it. 

Oh, why are men so blind that they 
would substitute social service and uplift 
and education, good though they may be 
in their place, for the living power of the 
Word of God? Shall we not determine 
on the threshold of this new year. that 
we shall do all in our power to use ef- 
fectively this greatest force that God has 


put into man’s hands for world: better-’ 


ment,—the only remedy that gets to 
the very heart of all the difficulty? | 


There is comfort and encouragement 
for us if we are faithful sowers of God’s 
Word. In Isaiah 32: 20 we read, “Blessed 
are ye that sow beside all waters,” and 
again in Psalm 126: 5, 6, “They that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoic- 
ing, bringing his sheaves with him.” Let 
us go forth then as ambassadors for 
Christ, faithfully sowing the Word both 
by daily living and by speaking to others 
about the Lord Jesus, and trusting our 














ee 


Lesson for January 6 


heavenly Father to give the increase (1 
Cor. 3:7) in fulfillment to his promise 
that his Word shall not return unto him 
void but shall accomplish that whereunto 
he has sent it (Isa. 55:11). 


ve 
Am I gia God’s plan for world 


_ .betterment 


Is God able to use me to further his 
plans? 


How often do I pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send forth laborers? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School: Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street; Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in. these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed, 


Dear Mother. Ruth: I enjoy your letters 
so much. Is it right to ask the Lord for 
assurance of having done right or convic- 
tion of sin in a particular instance? Some 
time ago I was brought face to face with 
a. problem; I prayed earnestly for guidance, 
especially that the Lord would tell me if 
it should be a wrong step I was about to 
take, then took the only way that seemed 
clear to me, Circumstances have changed. 
I am not face to face with the problem any 
longer. But if I still think about it, it is 
in the Lord’s eyes as if I were still doing 
it. Besides, there is one connecting link. I 
will do whatever the Lord wills in the mat- 
ter. If. He wants me to cut that link, all 
right. But one of my worst faults is “fight- 
ing windmills,’ also a good deal depends 
upon my decision. It means a great deal 
to me, and I cannot afford’ to be hasty. I 
have a feeling that my heart is condemning 
me needlessly, but I cannot be sure whether 
I am resisting my conscience or whether 
it is just the Devil tempting me to doubt 
that the Lord did guide me, though I 
can’t see how. If I knew which of these 
it is, I should know what course of action 
to follow; and with the Lord’s help, I am 
willing. to follow the right path. But which 
is the right one? I get so tired of waiting. 
Maybe I am in too much of a hurry. No 
one -else knows; I am sorry, but there are 
reasons why I cannot confide in anyone at 
all. I do not think the Lord wants me to, 
at least he certainly has not made the path 
clear for me or given me any indication 
that it was his will, unless my worry is 
one, although I have prayed about it and 
submitted the matter to him. 
What is a good plan for reading the Bible? 

I don’t. know just where to find the com- 
fort aid assurance I want. And what is the 
secret of rejoicing er? Also I find it is 
so very hard to make a decision. I stand so 
straight I sway backward. Please pray for 
me.—BEWILDERED. 

Y DEAR GIRL: Your letter is 

not as clear to me as I wish it were, 
but I am eager to help you if I can. 
“Without faith it is impossible to please 
him” (Heb. 11:6). God is so good and 
so willing to lead us in “a plain path 
if we will permit him that it seems too 
bad when we pull away and do not give 
ourselves unreservedly into his hands. If 
you have done the act to which you refer, 
drop the matter and ask God for wisdom 
to guide you through the hours of the 
day and to cause you to desire the thing 
that he desires, and do not dwell on the 
matter until you are unsettled and rest- 
less and unable to think clearly. Con- 
fusion does not belong to:our Lord, and 
if you are in his hands you will not be 
so disturbed and wavering in your mind. 
Get into close relationship with him, and 
“Jean not unto thine own understanding” 
(Prov. 3:5), but give. yourself to resting 
in the Lord. And if these doubts assail 
you, pass them all over to the Lord until 
you realize that you do not live your 
life unto yourself, but are.so led of the 
Spirit that all is under his guidance. 
just received this on a card through the 
mail, 

“Submit yourselves to God 
And you shall find 
God fights the battles 
Of a will resigned.” 


That is the secret of the whole matter. 
And to be able to look up and know that 
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God is your Victory and that you can 
look to him to control in all things is 
sufficient to cause you to let your roving 
heart be piloted by the One who possesses 
the right to steer your bark. 

A good plan for reading the Bible is 
to read it from the beginning to the end, 
and then read it again and again until 
you are familiar with it and know parts 
of it as your very own. Memorize 
Psalms and read the Gospels. For in- 
stance, learn to know the Gospel of John 
so well that the light of which it speaks 
may shine into your heart and mind, that 
the love that is poured out in it may 
sweep through your soul, and that you 
may have an illumination about your 
divine Lord that will give the Book a 
new meaning to you. There are many 
ways in which you can read it and use 
many helps, but it seems to me that you 
need to familiarize yourself with the 
Word first of all. So take it, know it, 
and feed upon it, until you find that the 
wisdom from its pages has become a part 
of you. One plan that would help you 
just now is to take a concordance and 
follow the word wisdom. Read all that 
you can find on it from each reference. 
I know that in this very experience 
through which you are going you will 
have helps that are superior to the hu- 
man help. May you so feed upon Him 
that you will rejoice in a great measure, 
and have the joy God intends for you 
in your life. 


With the New Books 


The Keswick Calendar. (Cleveland 
Bible Truth Depot, I. C. Herendeen, 
Manager, 433-435 The Arcade, Cleveland, 
Ohio; Christian Life Literature Fund, 
O. R. Heinze, Director, 80-82 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, 60 cents each; $3.50 a half dozen; 
$6.75 a dozen, plus 10 cents postage.) 
Every one likes a room with a pleasant 
outlook, but not every one can have it. 
But each year the sitting rooms, studies, 
offices, bedrooms, and dining rooms of 
thousands of Christians are brightened 
by the beautiful pictures that serve as a 
background for the well-known Keswick 
Calendar. Many have been thankful for 
the careful thought that must lie behind 
the choice of these peaceful, country 
scenes. The 1929 Calendar mounting 
shows a mill with a water wheel and 
flowers in the foreground, a church, and 
a small dwelling almost hidden by the 
trees, and glimpses of meadow and blue 
sky, —all done in rich colors. But the 
quiet landscape is only the setting for the 
daily Scripture text and meditation. These 
are almost as extraordinary, in their se- 
lections and searching application to 
everyday life, as the widely used and 
much loved ‘Daily Light.” The Kes- 
wick Calendar Scripture passages and 
comments during the year just closing 
have been exceptionally impressive. The 
compiler draws upon the choicest utter- 
aneés of well-known Bible teachers whose 
messages are heard at the Keswick Con- 
vention and elsewhere, and from the 
whole realm of’ Christian literature, and 
The Sunday School Times knows of no 
other calendar of such quotations that 
equals this in bringing daily encourage- 
at comfort, and guidance to God’s peo- 
ple. 

Who’s Who in America. Edited 
Albert Nelson Marquis. (The A. N. 
Marquis Co., Chicago, $8.50.) Where 
was he born? From what college did he 
graduate? What are his degrees? With 
what denomination is he connected? 
What positions does he hold at the pres- 
ent time? Has he written any books, 
and what are they? Questions arising 
constantly regarding persons of note are 
here answered authoritatively, with an 
invaluable fund of information. The 
new edition for 1928-1929 contains bio- 
graphical sketches of 28,805 living Amer- 
icans, the best known men and women of 
the country. “It comprises a veritable 
history of contemporary American ac- 
complishment in every field. of worth 
while endeavor —art, science, politics, 
scholarship, literature, business, — with 











‘thing very wonderful was going to hap- 





all the practical details of names, dates, 
and places.” This fifteenth biennial edi- 
tion of a work that has made “Who's 
Who” a household word in America is 
more complete than ever before, with 
authentic data about men and women 
whose position or achievements makes 
them of public interest. It contains 
1,890 more sketches than the last volume, 
and 3,031 that have never appeared be- 
fore. There are valuable new features, 
such as the page of “Birth and Residence 
Statis.ics” and the “Educational Statis- 
tics,” the analyses of which reveal: most 
interesting facts. Another unusual and 
important feature is the “Geographical 
Index,” grouping geographically all per- 
sons whose sketches are given in the book. 
It is a book that the well informed per- 
son, library, office, and home cannot: well 
afford to be without. 





Children at Home 





Billy Boy’s Adventures 
By Maud W. Niedermeyer 


XIV. THe SEA GarpeNS 


HE clean, hard sandy bottom over 

which they were riding began to rise 
slowly. But it was an easy climb this 
time, and Mr. Low’s long legs skimmed 
over it lightly. Billy Boy sat tense and 
still. It was all so myscerious, and that 
low, soft music, how enchanting! 

Then, suddenly, there was a flood of 
light from the world above, dazzlingly | 
brilliant. It made Billy Boy blink. The | 
white, sandy bottom acted as a reflector, | 
and all at once every detail of the mar- 
velous fairy gardens they were entering 
became clear and plain. 

Mr. Low Tide slackened his pace to 
a walk. Everybody relaxed a bit to gaze 
at the wonders about them, and to “Oh” 
and “Ah” with delight. 

The rock ring was really a coral reef, 
a great wall of coral. And within it 
was Neptune’s very own fairyland. 

“Just look at those cunning caves and 
grottoes!” whispered Billy Boy to 
Squeakums. 

“They would make good hiding places,” 
Squeakums whispered back. He still 
could not forget that he had lost his 
sense of direction and was always on the 
lookout for a place to hide. 

“Excellent for a game,” piped up Mr. 
Fiddler Crab. 

“Oh, what lovely, waving sea fans!” 
cried Billy Boy, his voice coming back 
to him. “They look just like plumes.” 

“That is exactly what they are’ called,” 
Mr. Low Tide said. “They are sea 
plumes, and they are all related to the 
coral family.” 
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Strengthen 
pour Hyo-Glossus 


-and YOUR Voice 
will be Powerful, 
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have a Hyo-Glossue in your throat, 





though you are not conscious of it. The 

nerve center in the brain controlling thie 
muecie ie dormant. Aea result you cannot 
isolate your Hyo-Gloesue—you cannot exer- 
ciee it—you cannot strengthen it. 

Yet here lies the secret of a beautiful and 
powerful voice. 

Caruso developed his Hyo-Glossus—uncon- 
eciously—without ecientific guidance. But he 
required many years to accomplish it. You 
can develop your Hyo-Glossus under the 
scientific direction of an eminent museician- 
scientist. The results are certain. You will 
begin to see improvement in surprisingly 
short time. Your overtones will be greatly 
multiplied. Your range will be increased. 





“Oh! Oh!” exclaimed Billy Boy, tin- 
gling all over with delight, as they 
rounded a bend in the wall and came upon 
the garden itself. “I never — thought — . 
ae could be—anything so— wonder- | 
ul !” | 

“Nor I,” agreed Squeakums. And his , 
ratty eyes opened wide to take it all in. | 

Grandmother’s 
garden could not have been more beautiful | 
in color, for every shade was represented | 
here. There were great masses of amber | 
and pink coral. Oh, such a delicate pink! 

here were branching tree corals and 
some that looked like baskets of flowers. 

“It makes me feel just as though some- 


pen,” said Billy Boy. 

Something did happen just then. 

They came to a place in the wall that 
was broken, and Mr. Low Tide stepped 
right across it. For a moment the chariot 
stood still, suspended over that break. 
Billy Boy gazed down the narrow canyon, 
It extended clear to the bottom of the 
deep, and its walls were carved with 
niches of all shapes. Long, feathery coral- 
lines waved to and fro from some of 
them. In others were lodged sea urchins 
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Your tones will become clear, limpid, alluring 


The Great Discovery 


Professor Feuchtinger, A.M.—famous inthe 
music centers of Europe—discovered the se- 
cret of isolating the Hyo-Glossus muscle. He 
devoted yeare of his life to scientific research 
and finally perfected a system of voice train 
ing that will develop your Hyo-Glossus mus- 
cle by simple, silent exercises right in your 





The Feuchtinger System of Voice Produc- 
tion will be a source of wonder to you. Kh 
arouses at once complete confidence and 
great enthusiasm. Resuite are certain and 
rapidly secured. It le easy to understand 


and practice. 
100% Improvement Guaranteed 
rantecs thet 


The Perfect Voice Inetitute 
Prof. Feuchtinger'’s method rove your 
voice 100% ou are to be your own judge 
take thie training—if your voice ie not im 
proved 100% in your own opinion we will re- 
fund your money. 


Prof. Feuchtinger’s Book FREE 


You will do yourself a great and lasting 
good by studying this book ‘* Physical Voice 
Culture.”" It may be the first step in your ca- 
reer; Donot delay. Mail the coupon todgy. 


frz-== Perfect Voice lastitutesoee man 
@ 1922 Sunnyside Avenue, Studie 97-69, Chicage 

& Please send me FREE Professor Feuchtinger’s 
& book, ‘’ Physical Voice Culture.” 1 have put X 
§ Opposite the subject that interests me most. I 
§ assume no tion whatever. 











that had long, sharp spines for protection. 

Lazy, bright-colored fishes swam. in! 
and out, in and out, as though there was 
nothing else in the world to do but be 
happy. A beautiful royal purple fish 
and an exquisite angel fish swam side 
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by side. They looked like jewels fit for 
a king’s crown. 

“How I’d love to take them home to 
my mother!” thought Billy Boy. And 
then he forgot everything about then 
for Mr. Low Tide announced: 

“We shall picnic here!” 

And what a scramble there was as all 
stretched their legs and climbed down 
from the chariot. Of course, Lady Jelly- 


fish didn’t have any legs to stretch. She | 


just floated about. But Mr. Fiddler Crab 
made up for her, for he had plenty of 
legs. And he kicked out each one and 
scooted about among the corals as gay 
as you please. 

The music they had heard when they 
first entered the garden was still soft and 
sweet. 

“Where is it, Mr. Low Tide?” asked 
Billy’ Boy, looking all about him, for 





there was certainly nothing that looked | 


like a church or organ either. And yet 
Mr. Low had said that the sounds came 
from the organ-pipe coral. 

“Why, those corals are all around us,” 
explained Mr. Low. . “Just examine one, 
Billy Boy.” And Mr. Low took hold 
of one about as big as a man’s fist. “See 
all. these little pipes, and how they are 
bound crosswise by little bridges. In each 
pipe is a soft little coral animal called 
a polyp. Corals do not grow like plants. 
They. are feally tiny animals that keep 
multiplying and spreading out. That’s 
what makes them look like trees and 
bushes. Here is a lovely cup coral. How 
nice that will be to drink out of! Oh, 
we shall have mushrooms for our picnic, 
for here are some mushroom corals. And 
do: you like lettuce and cucumbers? Well, 
well, what a feast!” 

And indeed it was! -Everybody helped 
to gather the queer things that the gar- 
den had to offer. They sat down under 
a tree coral that had thick, brown 
branches called madrepores, and feasted. 

When Sir Sea Horse had had his fill, 
he began to act uneasy. The pouch on 
his stomach quivered and trembled in a 
peculiar fashion. Billy Boy couldn’t take 
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his eyes off of it. “Something’s going to 
happen,” he whispered to Squeakums. 

And sure enough, it did! 

“My babies are anxious to get out in 
the world,” said Sir Sea ‘Horse, looking 
about him. 

And then he did a strange thing! 

He had no hands with which to help 
his babies out of the pouch, and no feet 
with which to kick them out, and he 
couldn’t reach them with his mouth to 
pull them out. But let me tell you. what 
he did do. He swam up to a rock and 
rubbed his tummy against it. And with 
the first rub out popped a tiny sea horse! 

Billy Boy gasped! And Squeakums 
squeaked ! 

It was a very funny sight. With every 
rub out would pop a baby until the pouch 
was empty. And they darted away, free 
at last to take their turn in the world 
and do their bit.. 

“I shall never see them again,” wailed 
Sir Sea Horse. “They do not need me 
any more.” 

“But you have been a fine daddy,” 
said Billy Boy, trying to comfort him, 
“and you have taken good care of them.” 

Sir Sea ‘Horse did miss his babies, but 
not for long. Fishes do not mourn for 
their children the way grown-up people 
do. And then another exciting thing 
happened ! 

White-bearded old Neptune himself, 
trident in hand, rose up before them and 
stood upon his fairy reef. ; 

“I bid you welcome to the gardens,” 
he said in his hearty way. 

“It’s King Neptune!” cried Mr. Low 
Tide. “Everybody bow before him.” 

Down went Billy Boy and Squeakums 
and Mr. Fiddler Crab on their knees. 
But Lady Jellyfish didn’t have any knees. 
She nearly bent herself in two she made 
so graceful a bow. 

Billy Boy was thinking hard. If Nep- 
tune was king of the sea, he must know 
everything about it. And Squeakums had 
lost his sense of direction in the sea. 
Maybe there was a lost and found depart- 
ment, and the king could direct him to it. 
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FO iain ask him,” thought Billy 
oy. 

Now it took a good deal of courage to 
go right up to that great man with the 
three-pronged spear in his hand. But it 
always takes courage to do anything hard, 
and Billy Boy was a brave little fellow. 
Besides, he had promised Squeakums that 
he would find his sense of direction for 
him. So he took a deep breath and 
walked up to King Neptune. 

“Oh, King,” he said, bowing and try- 
ing to hide his fears, “is there a lost and 
found department under the sea?” 

King Neptune smiled, and then Billy 
Boy knew that he had nothing to fear, 
and he smiled back. He said, “Squeak- 
ums, my friend: the barge rat, lost his 
sense of direction; and none of us can 
find it. Could you help us, good King 
Neptune ?” 

“Then it is the found department that 
you want, not the lost,’ said Neptune, 
and his voice had in it the roar of the 
ocean, But it didn’t frighten Billy Boy, 
because he saw the smile getting broader 
and broader. 

“Yes, oh, King, the found department 
would be the place,” he said, and his voice 
sounded like little cascades of water 
flowing and leaping over smooth pebbles. 
(It’s the magic of the garden, he thought 
within himself.) 

“My little friend, you have found what 
was lost, but you are not making the 
most of your treasure.” 

“It is found — my treasure!” Billy Boy 
was mystified. Then, suddenly, he re- 
membered. “The box!” he shouted. “The 
treasure box! Squeakums, let us open it 
up.” 

(Zo be concluded in an early issue) 
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Urgent Calls for 
Attractive Scriptures 


INCE sending out sample shipments 

of Spanish Gospels and Testaments 
to missionaries in Mexico, Central Amer- 
ica, and parts of South America and the 
West Indies, we have had unprecedented 
calls for more of these illustrated Scrip- 
tures. Having “The Way of Life” in the 
front of each and a decision form in.the 
back makes them especially useful in 
evangelism. : 

“I cannot tell you how happy we are 
with the Testaments and Gospels. This 
is just the sort of material we have long 
needed. The Mexicans do so love at- 
tractive things: religious pictures and the 
like. This type of Bible literature makés 
an jrresistible appeal. . . . Two of our 
evangelists are going ‘to make an ex- 
tensive trip opening up new fields. . ... 
Send me if possible 5,000 Gospels. .. .” 
This from our sister republic of Mexico. 
We regret we are not yet able to send 
so’ many. 

From Porto Rico’s hurricane swept 
area comes an urgent appeal for “some 
Testaments and Gospels. The cyclone 
destroyed my house and has left us in a 
bad fix; but just the same I want to start 
anew in my work. ... I believe that this 
catastrophe is making people more recep- 
tive.” 

Another native worker writes, “And 
the people of this Island suffered very 
much, but I considered most terrible of 
all the great storm of sin that is sweeping 
their souls. . .. I hope you will help me 
. . . by sending me some Spanish Bibles 
and New Testaments.” The well-known 
Daily Portion’ Testament, with its clear 
and helpful introductions to the Books of 
the New Testament, is now available in 
Spanish at only $20 per hundred. 

A. volunteer distributor writes from the 
British West Indies: “Now, sir, I am 
enclosing two dollars. Send as much 
Testaments as you can with it.... The 
people are just crazy for them. They 
are more mad to get back their Testa- 
ments than their houses, so please do not 
throw us down.” We sent a shipment of 
Gospels and Testaments valued at many 
times two dollars. 

Another from the hurricane zone 
writes, “I beg you to send me literature 
that in these days of bitterness our chil- 
dren and our brethren in pain and suffer- 
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ing may find consolation.” - 
One who. has used -many Scriptures 


DECEMBER 22, 1928 


from our Mission makes an urgent appeal 
from Mississippi: “Will be glad for at 
least a thofisand (Gospels) to be used in 
my fall visits.” 

Eighty-three children from two schools 
in the Kentucky mountains and three men 
in the county jail recently. wrote for 
Testaments which they “earned” by- first 
reading through a Gospel. “I could use 
500 or more Gospels in other such schools 
if you could send them to me,” writés an 
itinerant soul-winner, 

That “fruit . .. may abound to your 
account” (Phil. 4:17) we covet _the 
prayers and.gifts of all who love the 
Word, and will share in this spiritual har- 
vest—The Scripture Gift Mission, 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 


China’s Starving Children 
| Bay A, J. FISHER, Associate Secre- 
tary of the Association for the Wel- 
fare of the Children of. China, Inc., 
recently spent several months in China 
visiting, conferring: with the Chinese and 
missionaries, and learning what is being 
done ard. what ought to be done to meet 
the situation. .He found that - famine 
conditions have improved greatly since 
last year. War has ceased in the famine 
area, government is functioning, relief 
can be safely administered. The Nation- 
alist Government controls the famine 
provinces and is ready to co-operate 
with us heartily in giving relief, and 

greatly appreciates our desire to help. 
But the latest reports from the famine 
provinces confirm the fact, which Dr. 
Fisher cabled us, that the-famine is not 
over and will not be until next May or 
June at the earliest. The crops are de- 
stroyed again by the locusts or grass- 
hoppers in certain sections of Shantung 
and Chihli, Provinces, where the famine 
has been s) severe during the last: two 
years. In certain villages the péople 
have nothing to eat but grasshoppers 
and the grass not yet devoured by these 
pests. One aiid a half million people are 
facing starvation and must have help 
from other sources if they are to be saved. 
Many have thought that the Chinese 
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did not appreciate our help and were not 
co-operating and doing their best to help. 
But we receive many tokens of their ap- 
reciation. In a letter sent us by the 
Minister of the Interior, the Hon. Hseh 
/Tuh Pi; Nationalist Government, Nan- 
king, were the following words: “We 
write to you with twelve parts (two 
more than the complete measure) this 
letter to show our appreciation and thank- 
fulness to your Association (of America). 
In thanking you for this generous help 


a | that you are giving and planning to give, 


we hope especially t.at it will be also a 
help in.cementing the friendship of China 
and America.” 

Chong Chi Kong, General Feng’s rep- 
resentative in the Nationalist Government, 
Nanking, China, sent a greeting to Dr. 
Fisher and all the other workers. He 
also sent his picture. The Christian 
greetings were in Chinese roughly trans- 
lated as follows: “Wishing you, wher; 
ever you go, and all who are working 
with you, peace and grace from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ for- 
evermore. Amen.” This was written 
and signed by his own hand in beautiful 
Chinese, and is virtually a greeting from 
General Feng. 
he and his right hand man greatly ap- 
preciate the work that God’s people in 
this country are doing to help China in 
the terrible suffering of so many of 
her homeless children, = 

Money goes a long way to save life in 
China just now. Five dollars feeds, 
clothes, fives shelter, ‘and educates a 
homeless, starving child for a little* more 
than a month; fifty.dollars cares for one 
for a year; and five hundred dollars will 
fit one for life’s responsibility by train- 
ing one in a Christian home or center. 
Individuals, Sunday-schools, churches, 
and other Christian organizations would 
do well to consider how many of these 
homeless little ones they can save for an- 
other year. 

Gifts may be sent to W. Albert Harbi- 
son, or Association For the Welfare of 
the Children. of China, Inc., 150 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. ; 
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( For Family Worship 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


When God Was Revealed as Father 


N THE Old Testament God is repre- 

sented as being “like as a father,” but 
he is never there described as the Father 
of his individual children but only as 
Father of the nation Israel. Never till 
the Sermon on the Mount, preached 
toward the middle of his, ministry, did 
our Lord Jesus reveal God as the per- 
sonal heavenly Father. But there he 
said it again and again. - Read it through 
carefully to realize how the revelation 
must have thrilled his listeners. 

December 31 to January 6 

Mon.—Matthew 6 : 24-34, Our Heavenly Father. 


Here our Father’s watchfulness, care, 
and provision are déclared. He also “re* 
wards” sincerity "(v. 4); he knows our 
every need (v. 8); hears prayer (vs. 9- 
13); forgives (v. 14); gives good gifts 
(7: 11); desires his. will done (7:21). 


will quickly further the purpose of Moses 
Gitlin, converted Hebrew, to return to 
Radost, Poland, to teach*and preach; that 
eventhough he has learned the barber's 
trade in order to support himself as he 
ministers, our rich Father may so supply 
his needs that he may not have to lose 
time in a shop; for the American-Euro- 
pean Fellowship which ‘is backing him 
(156 Fifth Avenue, Neu®York City). 

Tues.—Psalm. 103 : 1-10. Our Father’s Mercy. 


A neighbor of ours, a widely known 


In ordering goods, or in’ making inquiry | Christian leader, coming home late, was 


concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as weil as the 


advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 


knocked down by three thugs on a lonely 
hillside. His fall broke a decayed fence 





vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


It is good to know that_| 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 


level where houses. were numerous, The 
thugs fled. Two feet: beyond new planks 
had been nailed on. Had he fallen there 
he would have been at the mercy of the 
blackjackers. God’s.amazing patience in- 
cludes our hairbreadth escapes (v. 4). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
may bring to dur remembrance that nar- 
row escape from danger and death, and 
keep us from forgetting that if we had 
had our deserts (v. 10), he need not have 
rescued us; that he may put a new urge 
upon us to do his whole will. 


Wed.—1i Peter 4: 12-19. 

Our Father’s Faithfulness. 
The title “Creator” (v. 19) is chosen 
here rather than “Father” because “crea- 
tion of the soul includes not only the giv- 
ing of its. existence but: the shaping of 
its destiny.” The will of God, which per- 
mits our suffering, is part of. the act, of 
creation, and this imposes. responsibilities 
on the part of, our Creator,who cannot, 
by his very nature, be ‘unfaithful. 
Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for: God’s 
people who are undergoing “fiery trial” 
persecutions, as in Peter's day, .in Russia 
especially; pray for the Russian magazine 
Vernost (“Faithfulness”) and its: editor, 
A. V. DoCrinin, Helsingfors, Finland. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 1: 3-14, Our Father’s Gift. 


It is a glorious truth that the believer 
is chosen “in Christ.” The period, “be- 
fore the foundation of the world’; the 
purpose, “that we should be. holy and 
withcut blame before’ him,” not only as 
justified by faith, but as sanctified by let- 
ting him, through a victorious life, impart 
to us his imputed righteousness ; the basis, 
“the good pleasure of his will; the wotive, 
“the praise of the glory of his grace.” 
The Holy Spirit is our seal that we are 
his blood-purchased possession. 

Prayer. Succestions: Pray for the 
outreach of the Gospel into. the untouched 
corners of the world, that “people for his 
name” out of all tribes may be gathered 
in; that the present lull in the world’s 
war storms may be fully utilized for in- 
tensive evangelization. 


Fri.—John 3: 16-21. Our Father’s Love. 


This statement of the great Teacher 
must have startled the Pharisees who be- 
lieved that God loved only the chosen 
people; but are we in any worse condem- 
nation who act as if we in prosperous 
America were the only people God loved? 

Prayer Succestions:. Pray .for.. the 
speedy evangelization of Ethiopia, — old 
Abyssinia, — since the recently crowned 
Emperor, Ras Taffarit Makonnen, is 
friendly to reformers..and to Christian 


4,000,000 people; for the abolition of 
slavery; for Dr. Lambie, Mr. Rhoad, and 
their co-workers, pushing into’ the inte- 
rior, under the Sudan Interior Mission. 


Sat.—1 John 3: 1-3, Sonship, with ‘God. .- 


Sonship is-the index of God’s love, and 
some of its consequences are: neglect by 
the world, just as it knew not him who 
made them sons; the future glory in the 
perfected likeness; the purifying results 
of hope. And holy living is: the moral 
effect of sonship. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that Presi- 
dent-elect Hoover's tour of South Amer- 
ica may beget good will in a new way 
for all the evangelizing agencies in that 
vast continent, 

Sun.—John 4 :.20-26. , : . 
Our* Approach to the Father. 

It is all too much a tendency of our 
age to think that worship is hardly pos- 
sible except in a church, but God has 
revolutionized temple service by making 
our bodies Holy Ghost temples. Old 
paganism couldn’t comprehend it: “These 
Christians claim they carry their God 
about in them.” But shall we forget 
that we should be in the spirit of wor- 
ship on street car, in the office, every- 
where? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Miss 
Danilevitch, a British-educated, Russian- 
trained nurse, now working in Kwato 
under the New Guinea Evangelization So- 
ciety (156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City); for another needed nurse,.a mis- 





plank and he slid down ten feet to a 
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LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“My Annuity with the Jewish Mission” is 
the title of a leatlet we would like you to read. 
It is yours for the asking. Just say “Send 
me your leaflet on Annuities.” 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not aword. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 
Brooklyn, N.°Y¥. 








27 Throop Ave. 
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SUPPORT A NATIVE 


Trained native workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from tis to $150 a year. 
Nosre deducted from your gifts—100q to the 
eld. 


FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE vias mesh co., Inc. 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 





missions; for the evangelizing of. the |. 











EVOLUTION DISPROVED 5, camwerabie® 
its ; 25,000 
$1,000 sends copy to 5,000 lawmakers! Arkansas! Cloth, 
‘1; agts., soc; 25 for $10—60% profit! earn $6 a day! Fine 
mas gift, Rev. W.A. Williams, D.D., Camden, N, J. 


. yor lesson 1929 
St Te 
Gq Insist on the OR/GINAL. Twenty-eight 
Years’ Supremacy. Never Equaled. Con- 
densed Thought. Digest and Text of Les- 
son. Attendance Record. Other Features. 


Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 
F.H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York; 851 Cass St., Chicage 











PARE RCD EE RIE OTERO ERAN NEY 
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVY 


Spiritual Comfort — 
and an income for life 


Mr. C. W., California, writes of the joys of 
making investments in Moody Bible Insti- 
tute Annuities: ‘““You have surely been a 
friend to me in letting me put mofey in 
your work in the form of Annuities. It has 
been sucha comfort to me since I put money 
in and get the income so regularly.” 


M.B.I. Annuities 


provide an income for life. The annuity rate 
is as high as 12%, dependent on your age. 
The principal is devoted to the training of 
those who go to all parts of the earth to 
‘carry His Word. What more glorious monu- 
ment can one leave than this? Send coupon 
for M. B. I. Annuity Booklet which will tell 
you how to get a sure income for life and to 
_make an investment in God’s work. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
Bureau of Annuities, Dept SS124 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill, 
A 'y ts are held in reserve until 
all obligations to the annuitant have mes 
*BeSseeseeedeseseeuseeesseaeaaseeasessesee 
THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 


Devens of aneettion, Dept. $S124 
tute co 
Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Ilinois. 


Genttiheat obligation on my part please send me 
i 
M.B.I. ‘Annuity Booklet and tell me how I may 


(© Secure adequate and safe Income during my 
life (and) 

(0 Also provide for a survivor (or) 

0 Insure a Life Income for dependent loved ones 
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Jee th ry 





Name 
Address. 








City State 





Date of Bsrih 





Survivor's Birth Date. 








stonary doctor, dentist, teacher, and book- 
keeper. 
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You have been given a 
site on the Mount of Olives. 
Will you help name and 
build a BIBLE STUDY | 

CENTER ? 




















N THE front page of the December 8th issue 
QO of The Sunday School Times an announcement 

appeared which told of the generosity of a 
Christian woman. Last summer, while traveling in 
the Holy Land, she saw that the great Protestant 
Churches of America owned no land on the Mount 
of Olives proper, and that there was no place in all 
Jerusalem where Protestant travelers could retire 
from the city for reflection and study. So she ar- 








The Mount of Olives from Jerusalem. The property 
ie marked in the distance by the olive trees at the left 


ranged for the purchase of nearly two and a half acres 
of land on the side of the Mount of Olives which 
overlooks the ‘city, and has donated it to be used by 
Protestant travelers. 


Wm. A, Harbison, Treasurer 
Travel Institute of Bible Research 
Bible House, New York City. 
Dear Mr. Harbison: My suggestion for a name to 
be given’ the Bible Study Center on the Mount of 


Olives is 


_ As the Lord has’ blessed me, I will have a part 
in the developing of the property that was given us 
on the Mount of Olives and in the erecting of a 
Bible Study Center. I am enclosing $.......... and 
pray that His blessing may continue with us in this 
enterprise. 


SPAHR H SHEE ERE SETHE EERE EEE E HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE SESE 


PPP OS RSE EE HEHEHE EEE ERE HEHE EEE Eee eet eneeeseeee® 


TORO e OOOOH EEO EES EEE H SEH E ESE EES EERE SESE SESE EE EEE EEED 


Please make checks payable to Wm. A. Harbison, 
Treasurer. ° 


‘The land stands close by the traditional place of 
Christ’s weeping over Jerusalem. In all probability, it 
marks that identical site. Without doubt, it was a 
part of the garden through which our Lord walked on 
many occasions. The path over which He rode on the 
ass on His triumphal entry into Jerusalem borders 
the property. 


This marvelous site now lies idle, although it has 
been donated to the Protestant Church members of 


the nation that has been most bountifully blessed by . 


His generesity. 


The plans for its development provide that a garden 
retreat and Bible Study Center will be built. Work 
on the garden should start as soon as the rainy season 
is finished and by midsummer you should be able to 
sit beneath fig and olive trees as you look over the 
city —as He did so many years ago. 


The erection of the Bible study center building 
should be started late in 1929. In this building Prot- 
estant travelers from all over the world. will sit with 
Bible scholars. They will be brought closer to the 
teachings and closer to Him because their Bible will 

made vivid and alive. The Bible study center 
will be available to all Protestant travelers in’ the 
Holy Land. 


The work of the Center will be directed: by the - 


Travel Institute of Bible Research, which in turn is 
directed by: 


Hugh R. Monro 
President, Montclair National Bank 
Treasurer, National Bible Institute 
William A. Harbison 
Harbison, Walker Refractories 
Trustee, Moody Bible Institute 
Trustee, National Bible Institute 
B.-K. Shaefer 


Shaefer, Klaussmann and Co. 
Deacon, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 


Leonard Miller 

Associate Director, J, C. Penny Foundation 
Samuel H. Cuff 

Secretary-Director, Travel Inst. ef Bible Research 


Frederick M. Gordon H. T. Howard 

Cc. E. Gemmels A. Palmer 

E. M. Hardy Dr. Don O. Shelton 
W. P. Hall 


Because you are a part of this great Christian enter- 
prise, will you not help us carry out the work? 


First —and in this we want all to share — will you 
not send us your suggestion for a name to be given 
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From the property you will be able to look upon the 
entire city of Jerusalem 


both the property and the study center itself? We 
believe the name:should indicate clearly the purpose 
of the work, the benefits to be gained, and-the location 
of the property. : 

Second — we wish your financial support. Because 
this is an enterprise that belongs to all of us, thou- 
sands should participate in its development. 


Will You Help Now ?—Send the Coupon 


In the coupon you will find a place to write your suggestion for a name for the Protestant 


Bible Study Center, and another place to fill in the amount of your donation. 


this coupon today? 
You are a part of the enterprise. 


Won't you send 


Even if you feel you cannot make a donation, please send the coupon anyway. 
The land was given to you, so will you help develop it? 


One 


dollar, five dollars, a hundred dollars, or any amount you care to give will be useful and will help. 


Send the coupon today. 


Travel Institute of Bible Research 


Bible House, 


New York City 
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